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VoL. 1. | 


On revivals of Religion, 


For the Utica Christian Repository.. , 
NO. V. 


The subjectintroduced in ny last 
say, was the distinction between 
»genuine and aspurious revival. It 
vas then discussed in part only. it : 
vas observed, that it is not easy, in 
ll cases, to distinguish between a |! 
renuine and.a spurious work,because }} 
hey are go often intermixed with 
rach other, and because they have so 
any pointsof resemblance. A few 
emarks were made on the nature of 
alse religion, and a definition of a | 

urious revival was given. Some 
of the points of resemblance be- 
ween a genune and a spurious 
york were then brought into view, 
nd the subject left for the consid- 
ration. of my readers. tn this es 
ay, and the following, I propose 
0 point out some of the principal 
jarks of distinction. 

1. In a genuine revival there is 
eal conviction of sin; in a spurious 
one there is not. There is, indeed, 

i a spurious revival, much that is 
illed conviction. We often hear | 
he word applied to every degree of 
awakening, let its nature be what it 
lay. Whenever a sinner is alarm- 
od, whenever he feels a sense of his 
langer, whenever he begins to man 
fest any anxiety for securing his 
eternal happiness, he is said to be 
nder. conviction. If this were the 
proper meaning of the word, there 
could be no distinction made, in 
his respect, between a genuine and 
spurious revival. Such appearan- 
ces are common to both. But this 
is not the proper meaning of the 
word. Conviction of sin 1s some- 
thing very different from-all this. 
To produce all this, nothing more is 
hecessary, than that. the sinner 
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him according to his deserts. He is 
indeed convinced that he is a sin- 

ner; for no man can refuse to ac- 

knowledge that. But his sense of 

his sins is obtained by looking over: 
his past life, and considering the 
outward acts of transgression with 

which he has been chargeable. And 

perhaps he takes into wiew, also, 

some of the grosser sins of the heart, 
such as the indulgence of unlawful 

desires, and the plans of wicked- 

ness he has contrived. Comparing 

these with the threatenings of divine 

vengeance which sound in his ears, 
he is alarmed and filled with anxie- 

ty. He begins to inquire what he 
must do to be saved; he begins to 
resort to religious meetings, to read 
the bible, and to attend to ail sorts 
of religious duties. He breaks 
off his external immoralities, and 
reforms his life. He weeps abun 

dantly, and cries for mercy with 
great earnestness. But there is no 
conviction in all this. He has noe 
sense of the spirituality and extent 
of the divine law. He has no sense 
of the deep depravity of his own 
heart. He is not sensible of any 
enmity of heart against God. He 
thinks he is growing better, and do- 
ing many things acceptable to God. 
And not unfrequently, when he has 
continued this course a short time, 
he begins to think he has become 
truly religious. He cherishes a 
hope that his sins are forgiven, and 
that God is his friend, and begins 
to love him with great ardor. 

But when the work is genuine, it 
goes deeper. The sinner discovers 
that the law of God is spiritual and 
holy, and extends much farther than 
he had before thought. He sees 
that it reaches to every secret de- 
sire and purpose of the soul, and re- 


should realize that God is angry || quires perfect obedience on pain of 
with him, and disposed to punish |} eternal death. In the light of the 
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law, thus set hoine upon his con- 
science, he obtains a new discovery 
of the temper of his own heart. He 
sees that it is all sin. He now re- 
alizes that he has done nothing but 
sin all his life. He now sees ~ that 
his heart is enmity aguinst God ; and 
considering Limeoeit 5 in God’s hands, 
and tha! God will probably destroy 
him forever to glorify his own great 
name, he feels his heart rise, and 
rage, with a spite and malice, of 
which he before thought himself in- 
capable. He no longer denies the 
doctrine of total depravity. He 
knows it is true in his own case. 
He sees that all his prayers and 
tears and cries have been selfish and 
wicked. He is no longer able to 
justify himself in any degree. He 
sees that the divine requirements 
are all reasonabie and night. His 
judgment and conscience are on the 
side of God: His cavils and objec 
tions are silenced; his. saneth 
stopped. But his heart is still unre 
conciled: And the more clear and 
lively his sense of these things is,the 
more does his heart rise and swell 
and rage, with the very temper of 
the damned. This is conviction: 
And though it is not alway s follow- 
ed by conversion,nor is always found 
in the same degree, yet for substance, 
it appears to be an essential pre-re 
quisite to a genuine work of grace. 
2. In a venuine . revival, God 1s 
love ed, by the subjects of it, chiefly 
for his own sake; ina spurious one 
he is loved by the subjects of it chief- 
ly for his gr ‘eat kindness to them.— 
Men are by nature selfish; and | 
when they have become the subjects 
of a false experience they are selfish 
still. Nochange has taken place i in 
the real temper ‘of their hearts ; ; itis 


is 


only expressed in a different form, 
sina different channel.— | 
Before they became serious,. their 


and flows 


selfishness was acted out inthe pur- 
suit of the pleasures of this life ; now, 
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it is expressed in the pursuit of 


happiness in the life tocome. The |! thus produced, is often ardent ant 
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ultimate object is the same, but the 
means of attaining it are différent— 
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Their own happiness is the supreme 
object in both cases. Self is regar. 
ded-as the most important object j in 
the universe, dnd is, in reality the 
‘only god they worship. While 
they saw no danger in their course, 
they pursued their favourite object 
without feeling the necessity of any 
religion ; but when they discovered 
the dangers that beset their path, 
they became alarmed. When they 
saw that by pursuing their pre-ent 
course. their own happiness would 
be lost, they began to inquire, with 
much ear pestness, what they must 
(do to secure it. In proportion as 
they discovered this danger, in the 
same proportion they were anxious 
to obtain deliverance. When they 
learnt that by becoming religious 
they might be happy forever, 
they began to seek with all diligence 
how they might become.so. As God 
is the most powerful being. in the u- 
niverse, they saw that it would be 
necessary to secure his favor. -As 
they were sensible that they had 
sinned against him, they were afraid 
he would be provoked ‘to destroy 
theiridol. Infiuenéed by these con- 
siderations they refor med their lives, 
confessed their sins, and cried for 
mercy. And having, as they sup- 
posed, prevailed with God, by these 
means, to bestow mercy ; and 
having obtained, as_ they imagine, 
some assurance that their sins are 
forgiven; having been delivered 
from the horrible pit which was 
yawning to devour them ; they are 
filled with cratitude to their deli- 
verer, and manifest it by the liveliest 
expr essions of 
praise. hey appear to feel that 


they can never speak enough of the 
“and they 


call ujyon others to join with them to 


evodness ot God to them ; 


love a: d praise the Lord. 
Such is the result of a false expe 
rience. 
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¢ Hong, and passes with many for 
sue holiness of heart. And not 


| wrath of God forever ; his joy arises 
© BB ely does it pass for true rave 


from viewing this danger as past, 
and his great object as secured. He 
looks into the pit of destruction, 
from which he fancies himself deli- 


of heart, but oftentimes for a very 
vered,and fejoices in his own safety. 


eminent degree of it. But its .spu- 


. jousness is easily detected. Ask | 
= one who feels it, what it is in God | He looks forward to the happiness 
. that he admires. if he speaks the || he expects to enjoy hereafter, and 
Cc ! 


feelings of his heart, he will reply, ‘| is filled with exultation at the pro- 
y Jlove God fur his great goodness to || spect. Deprive hin of these hopes 
th am And some. Qave gone so far as {| and these prospects, and you <de- 

'  avow, that this was the sole rea- |} prive him ofall his joys,and fill him 


“J gn they loved him 3 and that rf they || with distress and gloom. 





7 did not believe ae loved them, and It is not so with the subject of a 
ith intended to save them, they should | genuine work. His own happiness 








sat feel justified iD hating him forever. Is O longer his supreme object — 
m i not so with the subjects of a |{ ‘The consideration of its security is 
the fg conune revival. ‘They do not feel |) not that which gives him his chief 
sus At thetr own happiness is the most || joy, nor does the fear of losing it 
ey important. object in the universe. | deprive of him of his present com- 
ug Me ecy do not feel that they should || fert. His joy is in God. His chief 
er, justified in hating God, if he |} delight springs from the contempla- 


sa should treat them as they deserve. |} tion of the divine character. He 
‘od fa Ley do not feel that it is impessible || sees there every thing excellent and 
“yt them to love God, unless they |! glorious. And while he fixes his 
i. hve the assurance that he loves | thoughts upon it, and employs all 
As quem. They see that his character |/ the powers of his mind in the con- 
ad a lovely, in itself considered. And templation, and traces out one per- 
aid Mg uey see that his justice is as lovely || fection after another, and discovers 
is his mercy. ‘They also feel a’! more and more of the beauty and 


om strong and ardent love to God ; and | harmony of the whole, his heart 1s 
ves, M*Press it by lively ascriptions of | warmed with holy love, and his soul 
forgepase. But, ask them what it is in | is filled with joy unspeakable. In 
up God that they admire, and they will || this rapture ef the mind, his own 
ese PLY, tf is the intrinsic eacellence |) personal: interests are forgotten.— 
and fal °ts character. And they will tell || The suggestion that they are safe, 
ine, o> that he appears as glorious to || makes no sensible addition to his 
‘groom in treating sinners as they de- || joy ; nor does the thought that they 


‘erve, as he does in exercising his 


| 
are otherwise, make any sensible 
mercy. And they will tell vou this, 


diminution. The subjects of a ge- 
nuine revival also experience great 











red 
was . ; 
while they themselves entertain no 


oe _ 


vl hope of his favor, and even expect pleasure in the thought that. the. 
Nest am” be forever the monuments of his || Lord reigns, and directs ali events 
ani vindictive justice. ‘according to his own pleasure. Fon 
jae In a genuine and a spurious }j in his hands they feel that all is safe. 


ihefmecvival, the joys of the new convert 
cherfae'se from very different considera 
nto Cus. The subject of a false expe- || place according to the dictates of 

‘ence being wholly selfish, his joys || infinite wisdom, and that as much 
pe: dre all of aselfish nature. As the || good will be ultimately brought into 
chisagtuse of his late distress was the || existence, as the most enlarged be- 
“ant lfish fear of losing the great object | nevolence can desire. 

pon which he had set his heart, and |} Such appear to be some of the 

‘l apprehension of suffering the || marks of distinction between a ge- 


In his perfections, they find ample 
security that all events will take 


ee ee ee 
















132 Church Me 
nuine and.a spurious revival. Others 
will be mentioned in my next. 

A Friend To Revivals. 





For the Utica Christian Repository. 
ON CHURCII MEMBERSHIP. 

te ( Continued from page 116. ) 

; 8thly. This rule should be adopt- 
ed by most Christian churches, that 

| they may support a consistency of | 
ay character. There are but few, if || 
sy any, who do not acknowledge that | 
1" Christ’s visible church is one body. 
nt Tiow evident, then,. it must be, that 
the qualifications for a standing in 
this church, ought to be the same in | 
all its branches. If a person be 
‘ acknowledged as a member of the 
x cherch of Christ, in any one branch 
of it, because he exhibits credible 
evidence of piety, this evidence | 
should be sufficient to give him a | 
standing in any other branch, or | 
among any denomiffation of Chris 
tians. ‘This is all the qualification 
that should be required for church 
membership. Mest denominations 
admit menibers of other churches 
whom they consider as Christians, 
to occasional communion. The 
members thus admitied are, by this 
act, acknowledged as having a right 
to the Lord’s supper, and of course, 
as having a standing in the visible 
church. Why, then, should they 
not be admitted to a standing in any 
branch with which they may wisn 
to unite? Where is the gospel rule 
for refusing to receive a person into 
a standing with the church of any 
particular order, a Presbyterian 
church for instance, because he is 
not qualified for a standing in it ; 
when, with the same qualifications, 
he would be received as a member 
of the church of Christ, and on this 
ground adinitted to the Lerd’s sup- 
per, provided he were connected 
with another denomination of Chris 
tians? If no such rule can be 
found, it. is doubtless unscriptu- 
ral. And must it not be grossly in- 
consistent? To admit a person to 
the Lord’s supper, and then pro- 





















} is not qualified for a standing in fhe 


' which are essential to the Christian 





tian that does not comp! y with them! 


| 


mibership. 


nounce him not qualified for j 
standing in the church ; or, to te, 
ceive him in a member of Christ’, 
visible church ; and then to say he 


church with us, and refuse, on this 
ground, to receive him into our cop. 
nection, involves a very manifest 
absurdity. ‘Lo be consistent with 
ourselves, we must either exclud 
from the table ef the Lord, ani 
from a standing in the church ¢ 
Christ, all those churches who have 
no further agreement with us than 
is necessary, in our judgment, ty 
constitute them Christians 3 or else 
we must admit all persons to 4 
standing in the church with us, who 
give satisfying evidence of being 
true believers. 

Othly. The interests of true reli 
gion demand, that there should b 
no other qualifications required for 
church membership, than __ those 


character. 

What other standard can be con 
sistently adopted? What other 
rule do the scriptures afford for de- 
termining this important point ? |i 
none is to be found in the word @ 
God, (and it is presumed that thi 
must be ackriowledged,) who shal 
erect the standard? Who shal 
settle the conditions upon whic 
true Christians shall be received it: 
to the church; or rather, be excli: 
ded from it; and from all its priv 
leges? Shall every minister, # 
évery church, .or every Christiit 
denomination, claim this authority! 
is it for them to make such conti 
tions as they please, and to exclutt 
from the Lord’s table every Chris 




















Have they power, to this extent, 
legislating for Christ? Are ti 
keys of the kingdom given them, ' 
receive God’s people, or excluet 
them, according to their pleasur: 
Have they a right, in this way, " 
rend thé body of Christ, into part 
which shall mutually reject and & 
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- communicate each other? If such died 5 Let every church adopt the 
ref qn absurdity is not to be admitted, principle, that nothing shall be re- 
st’ ME all Christian churches should com- || quired as a condition of ‘church 
‘hel ply with the apostle’s direction :— membership, but credible evidence 
the fm « Receive ye one another, as Christ || that the person is a true believer ; 


his also hath received us to the glory of | 


on God. evils vanish ? Converts would unite 
fest The glory of God requires that || with that body of Christians where 
vith this rule should be universally a | they could be best edified; and 
ude dopted. How great are the evils in | Christiaus would walk together as 
ani the Christian world, that have arisen || brethren, united in one communion 
| off from surpassing these limits! One || and one church, and exhibiting a. 
ave makes the mode of baptism,—ano- |} character conformed, in a good de- 
han fi ther, the authority of Episcepal or- || gree, to that of the church in the 
, yf dination,—another, the form of ad- !! primitive age of Christianity. 

elie ministering church government,— Ihe visible church is the school 
0 «fm another, a belief in mysterious doc- || of Christ. ‘The meaning of the word 
whom trines, which are not essential to the || disc:ple, is scholar. Here Christians 
inf Christian character, the condition | are to be taught the doctrines and 
of receiving or excluding from the FE which God hath revealed ; 


and would not a great part of these 








eee ee EEE 





church of Christ, those whom they || to be trained up for the service of 

acknowledge to be real Christians. |} God on earth, and for the kingdom 

What contentions and animosities || ef glory in heaven. It should be 

have such divisions produced !— || required of them, as the condition 

What rents have they made in fa- : entering this school, that they 
\ 


_— 





nilies, neighborhoods, societies, and || possess a teachable and dutiful spi- 

rit, disposed to learn and to do the 

will of God. But, it ought not to 
be either required or expected, that 
they should be acquainted with all 
the doctrines and duties of Chris- 
tianity. | 

Lastly. The signs of the times 
call loudly upon Christians to cul- 
tivate a spirit of union: 

The church is now rising from 
the slumber of ages, to-exhibit her- 
self the light of the world. ‘The 

| glorious era is very fast approach- 
ing, when the name of the Lord and 
his praise shall be one throughout 
the whole earth. How will Chris- 
tians, at that time, feel and conduct 
towards each other? Where will 

: those separating walls that now 


larger communities ot Christians ! 
What mutual jealousies, reproach- 
es, and severity of treatment ; wiat | 
multiplied and enormous evils have 


been the fruit of this sectarian, anti 
christian spirit! How extensively 
has it prevailed in different ages of 
the world! How deplorable are its 
effects in our own country at the 
present time! Where is the pro- 
fessing Christian that has not felt 
the sting, and suffered its baneful 
effects! How often, alas! have re- 
ligious revivals been checked | 





terminated by sectarian disputes ! 
What deplorable effects they have 
had upon the different sects engaged 
in them ; upon the hopeful converts 
themselves, and upon the surround- 
ing world of unbelievers! Itis one 
of Satan’s arch devices to foment a 
spirit of sectarian animosity, espe- 
cially in a time of religious revival. 
We all witness, and ail lament the 
prevalence of these evils. How im- 
portant, then, the question must be, 
Can they, in any measure, be reme- 


bar them from each other’s commu- 
nion? Where will be those secta- 
rian animosities that are now so 
prevalent, and so great an evil P— 
They will all be buried and lost in 
the ocean of Christian love. This 
glorious event will be brought about 
by means of Christian exertions.— 
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And how zealously should all be 
engaged to unite for the accom 
plishment of such an object? Let 
none vainly imagine, that, imperfect 
as the church new is, the particular 
denomination to which he belongs 
will be found in that day the model 
of perfection. Doubtless, much 
that is imperfect and erroneous will 
then be discovered and done away, 
among all denominations of Chris- 
tians. What, then, is the course 
that all should now take, to be pre- 
ared for such an era, and to for- 
ward its approach? Ought they 
not to suppress and lay aside their 
sectarian animosities? Instead of 
mutual recrimination, prejudice and 
bitterness, misrepresentation and 
slander, ought they not to be clad 
in mourning, lying in the dust, and 
loathing themselves for the enor- 
mous evils that have been thus pro- 
duced? Ought they not to begin 
to feel that they all belong to one 
family, ‘as brethren and sisters in 
Christ ; have all been redeemed by 


his precious blood ; are all consci- 
entiously devoted to his service ; 
have all an interest in the same pro- 
mises; are all entitled to the same 
inheritance, and will all shortly 
meet together with the great family 
above, to live and reign with Christ 


forever? Ought they not to culti- 
vate a, spirit of condescension, 
meekness and charity, * forbearing 


one another in love?””? Ought they | 
not to unite together in their pray- |’ 


ers, their charities, and their exer- 
tions; to strengthen each other’s 
hands, and encourage each other’s 
hearts in promoting the cause of the 
Redeemer ¥ Ought they not to rise 
superior to all sectarian interests 
and prejudices, and unitedly seek 
the glory of God, and the interests 
of his kingdom, as their chief end ? 
Is it not important that each deno- 
mination should examine and re- 
examine the articles of their faith, 
with a humble, candid, prayerful 
spirit; resolving to renounce any 
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errors they may contain, whey 
strictly compared with the word of 
God, whatever sacrifices it ma 

cost ; and to pursue that course, jp 
ail respects, which the glory of God 
and the interests of his ingdom 
may demand? How urgently do 
the signs of the times require such 
a spirit, and such a course of con: 
duct? And what would be its ef. 
fects throughout theChristian world? 
How soon would all Christians re. 
ceive one another as Christ hath 
received them, to the glory of God? 
How soon would the prayer of our 
Lord be answerd, “ That they all 
inay be one, as thou Father art in 


‘me, and [I in thee; that they also 


may be one in us, that the world 
may krow that thou hast sent me.” 
How near should we then be to the 
period of millenial glory jin the 
church; when “ the wolf shall dwell 


with the lamb, and the leopard lie 


1! tain. 


down with the kid; the calf, the 
young lion, and the fatling together, 
and a little child shall lead them: 
when there shall be nothing to hurt 
or destroy in all God’s holy moun- 
For the earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea.” 
C.C. 


a eee 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
QUESTIONS 
Fer Theological Students, with some 
Hints towards an Answer. 
(Continued from page 109.) 


388. What evidence have we that 
the books of the Bible were written 
by the persons to whom they are as- | 
cribed ? 

A. We have the best evidence 
that the nature of the case will ad- 
mit, the universal concurrence of 
all antiquity. The period at which 
they were written, is so remote, es- 
pecially those of the Old Testament, 
and the books of Moses in a parti- 
cular manner, that we have no wri- 
tings of cotemporary authors to. 
vouch for their genuineness. At the 
period in which Moses lived ané 
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wrote, there was scarcely any lite- The same remarks will apply, in 
rature in the world. And the in- |} a great degree, to the other books of 
tercourse of nations was then so|} the Old Testament. They were all 
little, that what of literature existed, || received by the Jews, and regarded 
was almost entirely confined to the || by them as the genuine writings of 
nations in which it was cultivated. |{ the men to whom they are ascribed. 
{It was almost six hundred year. || With respect to the books of the 
before the age of Homer, the earliest || New Testament, we may observe, 
of the Greek writers whose works |; they were written at a more enlight- 
have come down to us. But there!;ened age, when knowledge and 
areremains of several heathen wri- || learning were more generally dif- 
ters, who lived before the Christian || fused; and the evidences of their 
era, in which the writings of Moses || genuineness are more numerous, 
are mentioned and referred to, in || and, if possible, more satisfactory, 
such a manner as plainly shows it!! than the evidences of the genuine- 
to have been the undisputed opinion || ness of the books of Moses. And 
of the pagan world in that age, that|| we have abundant testimony that 
these books were written by him.|/ great caution was used by th¢ early 
Porphyry, a Platonic philosopher of |} Christians, im receiving and ac- 
Tyre, was one of the most acute and }; knowledging as authentic, books 
learned enemies of Christianity, in || which were written and published in 
the third cewtury after Christ. He || the names of the apostles. ‘The va- 
admitted “the genuineness of the || rious books of the New Testament 
books of Moses. Nor does it appear | are mentioned by very early Chris- 
that their genuineness was denied j; tian writers, as the genuine works of 
by any one of the numerous writers || the persons to whom they are as- 
against the gospel, in the four first || cribed; and passages are quoted 
centuries. ‘There is now extant a|| from them, as of divine authority, 
translatiomof them in the Greek lan- |! Celsus, Porphyry, Julian, and all the 
guage, made by order of Ptolemy |; other early adversaries of Chris- 
Philadelphus, king of Egypt, about one admitied that the books of 
277 years before Christ. And, in- || the New Testament were all writ- 
deed, if they were notreally written '| ten by the persons whose names 
by Moses, how can it be accounted || they bear ; and that circumstance is 
for, that they were received as such jf itself a sufficient proof of the genu- 
by the Jewish nation, and regarded |} ineness of these books. 

hy them as of divine authority >— 39. How do you answer the ob- 
And yet this is a fact which no man || jection, that Moses is spoken of, in 
of information will venture to deny. || the Pentateuch, in the third person? 
Who could now write a book of|| 4. Itis indeed the usual practice 
laws, containing so many burden- || of authors to speak of themselves in 
some rites, and persuade a whole || the first person, but it is by no means 
people to receive and observe them, || the universal practice. We have 
and regard them as the work of a || examples of the same thing in other 
man who jived ages ago? And not|| ancient writers besides Moses. In 
only so, but make them all believe || the commentaries of Ceesar,concern- 
that their fathers had had the same ing the wars he carried on in Gaul 
book, and observed the same laws, || and Belgium, he speaks of himself 
when in fact they were all new, and |] in the third person. And yet noone 





ih , : 
had never been heard of before ?—|| doubts the genuineness of these 


Commentaries on that account. It 
is universally agreed that they were 
really written by Cesar, | 


No; it would be impossible. The 


Pentateuch was, then, undoubtedly 
written by Moses. 
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40. How do you answer the ob- 41. How do you answer the ob. HB \ 
jection, that Moses is, in the books || ject’on, that the book of Deuteronom vl 
ascribed to him, hghly commended, || conta ns an account of the death ang # wp 
as being the meekest of men ? burial of Moses ? th 

4.1. It is not usually thought A. 1. Moses might have been di- ih 
correct for a man to commend him- |{ rected by the Holy Spirit to write HB a: 
self, unless there is a special occa- || these things, which were afterwards I co 
sion for it. If there was special'] accomplished as they were written, 9 as 
occasion for it, Moses might make | as well as other prophets to record 9 In 
this declaration respecting himself | future events. But, 2. The proper uit 
with perfect propriety. It is well || way to answer the objection proba- J an 
known that Cicero commends him- || bly is, to grant that this account at J au 
self on all occasions, and in the || the close of the book, was not writ. HB an 
most extravagant manner ; and yet || ten by Moses, but by Joshua, or sp 
no one doubts the genuineness of his |! Samuel, or some other man divinely # ta 
works on that account. Whether || authorised ; and subjoined to the all 
Cicero or Moses were justifiable in || books of Moses, rather than made a §& 1: 
doing so, is not now the subject of |} part of the book of Joshua, in order 
inquiry. It is merely, whether this '| to complete the history of Moses in 
fact furnishes a proof that the books | the same books in which it was be- 
respectively ascribed to them, are| gun. The same may be said with 
spurious. If no one thinks it does, || respect to the accourit of the death 
in the one case, why should he in the || of Joshua, in the last chapter of that 
other? 2. We believe that these |} book. Indeed, when we say that 
books were really written by Moses, ;' the books of the Old Testament 
but this is not all we believe re-pect |: were written by the persons to whom 
ing them. We believe also that || they are ascribed, we do not mean 
Moses wrote them under the imme- || to be understood, that these books 9 poi 
diate direction of the Divine Spirit ; || were written, in all cases, by the RY" 
and that whatever they contain, is |; persons whose names they bear.— 
to be considered not merely as the || The books of Kings and Chronicles 3 ch 
word of Moses, but as the word of || do not bear the name of any indivi: 
God. If it was, therefore, in any || dual as their writer ; and the two #& to 
respect improper for Moses to make || books of Samuel were-so named; not I tha 
these declarations respecting him- || because they were supposed to have Hj 
self, when considered as speaking |) been wholly written by him, but be- su 
on his own authority, that impro- || cause they contain the history of Hip orc 
priety disappears, when we cousi- || the times in which Samuel lived— che 
der that it is not really Moses, but !| And it is not amiss, perhaps, to ob- thi 
God, who speaks ; and that Moses || serve here, that the books of the Old art 
acted only as the penman, to record || Testament were not, in the copies tho 
what was dictated by the Holy Spirit. || of the ancient Jews, divided as we "al 
3. If these answers are not consi- || now have them, nor arranged in the 
dered suffic ent, there is yet another. || same order, nor called byethe same @Y 
The books of Moses passed through || names. ‘The Jews had them divided HBthis 
the hands of Joshua, and Samuel, || into 22 books, and we into 39; ye the 
and Ezra, and other inspired men. || they are the same books. ‘The 10° 
Some one of these may have been |j dividuals who wrote several o e 
directed, by the Holy Spirit, to in- |] them, are not now known. | But a 
sert this testimony concerning Mo- || much we believe concerning theit 
ses. And this is probably the true |! genuineness, namely, that the first 
answer. ; ive books were written chiefly by 
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churches to debar from communion 
with us, those members of churches 
uf other denominations, who give 


they bear; and the other books of || evidence that they are real Chris- 












b. Me Moses, the several books of the pro- 
y Be phets, and the three books of Sole- 
id HE yon, by the persons whese names 
i. Me ihe Old Testament, by persons 
te Me among the ancient Jews, who were 
dg considered by their cotemporaries 
n, J asdivinely authorised to write them. 
rd Me In short, that the very books we 
er now have, were received among the 
a- Me ancient Jews as of divine authority, 
at and have come down to us without 
it- J any important variation. With re- 
or spect to the books of the New Tes 
ly fm tament, we believe that they were 
he Mall written by the persons whose 
2a Me names they bear. 
‘a __ PHILALBTHES. 
in (To be continued.) 
)e- _ Te e@eu- 
ith For the Utica Christian Repository. 

On Qualifications for Church 
o Membership. 
a Messrs. Eptrorns—A writer in 
at your last, who subscribes himself 
ent HB. C. states the following question, 
Om BB to wit: 
ean “Qught the church to inelude any more 
oks points of doctrine in those articles of faith on 
the which members are received, than are ne- 
cessary to be believed, to constitute, in the 
“~ B® judgment of charity, the character of a true 
sles Christian ??? 
ivi- This question, he supposes, ought 
two to be answered im the negative ; 
not fae that is, nothing ought te be included 
ave Mein our church articles, but simply 
be- such points as must be believed in 
of Border to. constitute the Christian 
|— Mecharacter. In other words, no- 
ob- thing ought to be included in the 
Qld #Reticles of any church, but simply 
pies those points in which all real Chris- 
;we vans are agreed. 
the I have looked at the reasons 
ame f"hich C. C. gives for answering 
ded this question as he does, as far as 
yet Mey have appeared ; and wish to 
,in- MMAke one general remark upon the 
_ of BVhole together. My remark is this : 
t sof’ C. appears to have lost sight of 
he He question he proposed to discuss, 
first HF" to have entered upon the dis- 
- by USsion of another entirely different. 








he question he appears to have 
iscussed, is this :—-Ought our 
s 


! 


a 


} 


| 
! 
| 
| 


'tians? This question he would an- 
| swer in the negative ; and te this 
| point his arguments appear to be 
principally directed. Had this been 
the point in dispute, I should be 
disposed to grant that his arguments 
were conclusive, For instance, “ the 
visible church of Christ is one body; 
the design of the Christian church 
and its ordinances, is to make a vi- 
sible distinction between the friends 
and the enemies of God; Christ 
gives all believers agcommand to 
commemorate his death; we are 
expressly commanded to receive all 
those whom Christ himself hath re- 
ceived 3” therefore, it would be 
wrong for us to refuse to commune 
‘with those members of other church- 
‘es and denominations, who give 
eviderce that they are real Chris- 
tians. Had this been his conclusion, 
i should acquiesce. But the ques- 
tion, whether itis proper for Chris- 
tians of different denominations to 
practise occasional communion with 
each other, is a very different ques- 
tion from the one proposed to be 
discussed. I am ready to admit 
the propriety of intercommunion 
between different denominations of 
Christians ; and yet I am far from 
being prepared to adunit the proprie- 
ty of such an alteration of our church 
articles, as would bring all denomi- 
nations into ene. 

I must think that C. C. has not 
duly considered the consequences 
of the scheme he adopts. When he 
has done so, I am persuaded he will 
give a different answer to the ques- 
tion he proposes. 1 will mention a 
few of them. 

1. It would destroy our church 
articles altogether. Let us suppose 
that all Christians adopt the scheme 
of C. C., and set themselves to re- 
form their church articles accor- 
dingly. The principle is, that those 


points of doctrine must be included, 
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which are necessary to be believed, || tian, without believing that the Olq 
ii order to constitute the Christian || Testament is now to be regarded ag 
character; and all others must be ef equal authority with the New» 
struck out. But who shall deter- || Some will think he can; and so that 
mie what points are necessary to ,| must be struck out. Can a man be 
be believe:!, in order to constitute | a Christian, without believing that 
the Christian character ? Real || the whole of the New Testament js 
Christians differ on this point, -as || absolutely of divine authority } 
well as others On this point, then, || Some will think he can; and so 
they must exercise the same for- {| that must be struck out. Cana man 
bearance towards each other, as up- || be a Christian,without believing that 
on all others. No article must be || family prayer is a duty? Some 
retained, which any real Christian || will think he can ; and so that must 
thinks unnecessary to be believed. || be struck out. Can a man bea 
The process, then, will be as follows: 1 Christian, without believing in the 
Can a man be a Christian, without || continuance of water baptism and 
believing the doctrine of divine de | the Lora’s supper? Some will 
crees? Some will think he can; |! think he can; and so that must be 
and so that must be struck out.— |! struck out. No article must be re. 
Can a man be a Christian, without | tained, of the truth of which an 
believing the doctrine of election ? || real Christian can possibly enter. 
Some will think he can; and 80 | iain any doubt. No more articles 
that must be struck out. Cana man '| must be putin, than those in which 
be a Christian, without believing the |! all real Christians are fully agreed. 
doctrine of total depravity ? Some | No article must be put in, unless 
will think he can; and sothat must | all real Christians are prepared to 
be struck ouf. Can a man be a say, that the belief of it is essential, 
Christian, without believing the doc- || in order to constitute the character 
trine of the perseverance of saints ? || of a Christian. The result, then, of 
Some will think hecan; and so that || the attempt to reform our church 
must be struck out. Cana man be || articles, and make them such as all 
a Christian, without believing the || real Christians will approve, will 
doctrine of the baptism of infants? || inevitably be the erasure of every 
Some will think he can; and sothat || article of faith to which we have 
must be struck out. Cana man be || been accustomed to attach any im 
a Christian, without believing in the |} portance ; and nothing will be left 
perpetuity of the Sabbath? Some || which has any distinctive character. 
will think he can ; and so that must |} And this will be the same as having 
be struck out. Can a man be aj; no articles at all. 

Christian, without believing that the And now, I ask, is C. C. prepared 
Sabbath is changed from the seventh || for such a result as this! Is he 
to the first day of the week? Some || ready to adopt such a rule of mem: 
will thik he can ; and so that must || bership, as will bring into the same 
be struck out. Can a man be a jj church, not only Presbyterians, and 
Christian, without believing that the || Congregationalists, and Episcopt 
punishment of the wicked will be }| lians, and Baptists, and Methodists 
absolutely eternal? Some will || and Sabbatanians, and Lutherans; 
think he can; and so that must be |! but Roman Catholics, and Quakers 
struck out. Can aman bea Chris: |} and Unitarians, and Universalists 
tian, without believing that Christ || and all others who assume the Chris 
is the Supreme God, and absolutely | tian name? Willhe say, that som 
equal with the Father? Some will |] of them are not real Christians "— 
think he can} and so that must be |] But all real Chrstians will nd 
struck out. Can aman bea Chris- ' agree with him in that, and he mu" 
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insist upon nothing in which all real || by the different denominations of 
Christians cannot agree. He must || professing Christians, on all those 
not, therefore, on his own scheme, || topics which they deem important, 
adopt arule which would exclude |} must be sensible, that the attempt 
any of them. to unite them together harmonious- 

2. The abolition of creeds, and |; ly into one denomination, would be 
the amalgamation of all «‘enomina- || as vain as the attempt to blend fire 
tions, instead of producing the har- || and water. But-C. C. will probably 
mony and affection which C. C. an || Say, that those things in which they 
ticipates, would only increase the |! disagree, are points not essential ; 
discord and alienation of feeling, } and that if they were actuated by a 
which 's already too great. Every | proper spir-t, this disagreement 
one is attached to what he believes |; would occasion no discord among 
to be truth, and wishes to see it pone Are Christians, then, always 





prevail. The minister believes the | actuated by a proper spirit? And 
Calvinistic doctrines, and preaches || is there no danger, considering them 
them. A part of his church believe || as they are, of putting them into a 
situation in which the points of col- 
| lision will be perpetually recurring? 
Will not their improper feelings be 
that the first day of the week is || called into exercise much more fre- 
holy time, and that it isa sin to la- || quently than they arenow? And 
bor on that day; but a part of his |} will not this circumstance be pro- 
church think no time is holy, and | ductive of most disastrous con- 
feel justified in pursuing their jour ;)} sequences to any church which is 
nies, or laboring in their fields on || exposed to it? Who, that knows 
that day. Another part still think || the difficulties to which our churches 
the seventh day is holy, and are || are now exposed, from the jarring 
grieved that their minister and bre |f views and feelings of their members 
thren disregard and profane it. One | on minor points, can be willing te 
thinks the neglect of family prayer || have them so greatly increased, as 
a disciplinable offence, and com || they must inevitably be, by the 
plains of a brother who neglects it. || adoption of such a measure? There 
A part of the church agree with the |} is but ene way in which it is prac- 
complainant, and a part justify the || ticable to bring Christians of diffe- 
offender. The church assemble for || rent denominations to act in con- 
a conference meeting. One brother || cert; and that is, to leave entirely 
speaks in support of the doctrine of || out of view those points in which 
total depravity; another speaks || they differ. It has been found prac- 
against it. One advocates the doc || ticable to unite them in a Society 
trine of election, because he thinks || for the distribution of the Bible-— 
it fraught with excellent practical || But the Bible must be without note 
consequences ; another is greatly |/ or comment; so that the object is 
disturbed by it, because he consi- |j one in which ajl Christians agree, 
ders it of most pernicious tendency, || and every thing in which they dis- 
and highly dishonorable to God.— || agree is left out of view. This 
One speaks of the divine character, || leads me to observe, 
and describes it according to his || 3. If, to prevent discord in church- 


them too, and are highly gratified ; 
another part disbelieve them, and 
are greatly displeased. He believes 








' views ; another thinks the character || es thus composed of all these jar- 


described is rather the character of ring materials, all those points in 
Satan, and describes the God he || which Christians differ were lef out 
loves as a being totally different.— || of view, the church would speedily 

hose who are at all acquainted || become corrupt, both in doctrine 
“ith the different views entertained || and practice. It would put an end 
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to all investigation of truth, and to 
all discipline for the neglect of du- 
ty. And this is no picture of fancy. 
This effect has been actually pro- 
duced in this way. 
of the churches of New England, 
and behold every vestige of sound 
doctrine and gospel discipline obli- 
terated. See them sunk down in 
the death-cold embraces of Soci 

nianism. What has been the cause ” 
The adoption of this very plan which 
C. C. is urging upon the churches 
in this vicinity. ‘hey first made 
war upon their orthodox creeds.— 
They exclaimed against excluding 
from the church those who gave 
evidence of piety, and yet could not 
conscientiously subscribe them.— 
This safeguard was thrown down ; 
and the churches agreed to admit 
all who gave them satisfactory evi 

dence that they were Christians, 
without regard to their belief. The 
next step followed close upon this. 
The churches found themselves 
composed of “those who embraced 
very differentiopinions. There was 
ne way to have harmony among 
them, but to leave out of view all 
those points in which they differed. 
This was done. Their ministers 
forbore to preach the distinguishing 
doctrines of the gospel, because 
some of their church members did 
not relish them. ‘They confined 
their attention to those practical 
subjects in which all agreed. A 
generation soon rose up, who were 
totally ignorant of the pure truths 
of God’s word. The native temper 
of their hearts led them to relish 
error. By degrees, those ministers 
of the gospel who believed the truth, 
were succeeded by those who re. 
jected it. Yet no alarm was crea- 
ted ; for there was, at first, no per- 
ceptible difference in their preach- 
ing. The advocates of error saw 
the process going on, exactly as 
they wished. They saw that no- 
thing more was necessary, than to 
keep truth out of sight, and prevent 
investigation. They strove, as long 


Look st many | 





Membership. 





| as possible, to avoid any public dis. 
cussion. ‘The praises of charity 
and brotherly love, were ever oy 
They pleaded for 


wel 
4s! 


ita 













of it we should be ied to expect— 
But how could he guard against If, 
consistently with his own princl- 
ples? Would he depend upon the 
judgment of those who now com: 
pose our churches? Does he think 
they would refuse to receive Un- 
tarians, or to acknowledge them as 
Christians ? Grant that they would. 
But under the operation of this new 
rule, how long would those who 
now compose our churches, const 
tute the majority in them? How 
long would it be, before such num- 
bers would claim admittance, ® 
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their tongues. an 
| the innocence of error ; and incyl. of 
cated as a maxim, that it is nomat. IB wa: 
ter what a man believes, if he js Bui 
only a good man. And if any zeal. pit 
ous friend of truth attempted to I ado 
sound the alarm, he was tnmediate. I jnte 
| ly branded as a furious bigot, and J the 
an enemy to charity and liberal I pug 
views. The plan was deeply laid, 4 
| and admirably adapted to produce J jst 
the effect they desired. And no- I tion 
thing but its incautious avowal to BB and 
sone of their foreign friends, in a J be; 
private correspondence, which pro- J of t 
videntially became public, prevent- I ties 
|, ed its accomplishing their object far 9% The 
| more extensively than it has done. Mand 
But it has succeeded to an extent HB ty ¢ 
greatly to be deplored, and laid ing, 
waste a large portion of that fair BB cult 
inheritance which eur pilgrim fore- BB uni 
| fathers left to their descendants,coa- Bin 
secrated by their tears and blood. Jno « 

I am persuaded that C. C. does HR 0 
| not wish to open a door to admit MBit 
such errors into our churches. And Ht 
I can only ascribe it to his want of thei 
sufficient examination, that he has Med « 
| become an advocate of the same fhe 
scheme which has produced such larg 
effects in New-England. Perhaps gB°" 
he would endeavor to guard against #™ 
such a result, by not extending hie muon 
rule quite so far, as from the terms ae 
| ote 
| 
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vould leave our present members 
,small minority © ‘The doors would 
hen be opened wider, and soon | 


again still wider, till no safeguard | 


of this kind would be left. This || 
was undoubtedly the process in N. 
Kugiand. Unitarians were not ad- 
mitted at first. When the churches 
adopted the principle, they had ne 
intention of admitting them. But 
the result has been seen; and we 
ought to profit by their fatal mistake. 
4. The difficulties which now ex- 
ist in our churches and congrega 
tions, with respect to the settlement 
and support of the ministry, would 
be greatly increased by the adoption 
of the proposed rule. The difficul. 


14} 


wise. Nay, it would be criminal to 
feel indifferent as to his dectrinal 
sentimenis, or the strain of his 


preaching. But how could they ever 
agree ? There is no way in which 


it is possible, but in the way which 
was stated before. They must agree 
to leave out of view, and to regard 
as matters of indifference, all those 
| things 1 in which they are not of the 
| same opinion. Are our churches 
prepared for this? Would Metho- 
dists sit down — under the 
ministry of a Calvinist? Would 
Presbyterians come readily into the 
Episcopal forms? Would Episco- 
palians give up their liturgy -— 


| Would Baptists cheerfully acqui- 


ties which now exist, are great.— || esce in the government of a bishop ? 


There is already, in our churches | 
and congregations, so great a varie 
ty of tastes with regard to preach- |} 
ing, that it is often extremely diffi- | 
cult to obtain a sufficient degree of | 
union to settle a minister. And ! 
ministers are often dismissed fiom 
no other cause. ‘They are allowed | 





Perhaps C. C. will reply, that Chris- 
tians ought to be prepared to make 
such sacrifices ; ; and if they felt as 
they ought, there would be no diffi- 
culty. "This would be a confession 
that his rule is not adapted to men 
as they are; and that its adoption 
must be deferred ti'l happier times. 


tobe pious men, and sound in the || We expect the time will come, 


faith, But their performances are 
not in accordance with the taste of 
their people, and they must be turn- 
ed adrift, to make room for those 
who are more popular. When a 
large major ity are well united in a 
candidate, how common has it be- 
come for a few to set up an opposi 
tion, because their feelings are not 
ees consulted ‘And how 
oiten do they feel themselves justi- 
fied in pursuing this opposition, and 
rending the church in pieces, rather 
than subm it to the wishes of the 
huajerity. But let the proposed rule 
ve adopted, and these difficulties 
vill be greatly increased. “Let a 
hurch be made up of Episcopalians, 
‘resbyterians, Baptists, and Metho 
ists. Let them undertake the set- 
lement of a minister; and what 
vould be the result P Every om 
vould wish his minister to be of the 
ame opinions with himself. It is 


prot in human nature to feel other- 


when all Christians wil} be united 
in affection; but we do not expect 
that time to arrive, till the predic- 
tion of the prophet is fulfilled, and 
the “ watchinen see eye to eye, and 
lift up the voice together.” There 
is no fact better established by ac- 
tual experiment, than that it is vain 
to attempt to unite men in affection, 
till they can be united in sentiment. 

5. Lanticipate one other difficulty 
from the adoption of the rule of C. C. 
and it is one of no small magnitude. 
It would greatly tend to the interrup- 
tion of revivals of religion. Union 
of sentiment is necessary to union 
of feeling; and union of feeling is 
necessary to union in prayer; and 
union in prayer is necessary for the 
promotion of revivals. It is a fact 
with which C. C. must be acquaint- 
ed, that revivals have been often 
interrupted by contention among 
Christians. Perhaps he expects the 
| adoption of his rule to take away 
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this ground of contention. But I || mony could exist? What union o 
think it by no means certain that it || feeling could be maintained ? And 
would have such an effect. On the || how soon would the revival be in. 
contrary, I think it would greatly || terrupted. by such collisions 4, 
increase it, in the manner | have'| these? ‘This evil exists already, jy 
shown already. {here might not, |! some degree, in churches of the sam 
indeed, be a contention, as now, be || denomination; and how greaily 
tween different denomiuations, with |} would it be extended, and how ry. 
a view to make proselytes, and in |! inous would be its consequences, jf 
crease their own numbers. But], all denomimations were brought int 
there would be a more serious ae er | 
tention between members of the || Such are some of the consequen. 
same church. It is well known, |} ces which appear to me likely t 
that the different denominations are || result from the adoption of the rule 
far from being agreed in their views | advocated by C.C. 1 think it alto. 
of a revival. What one esteems as || gether better, therefore, that while 
a genuine revival, another esteems || Christians differ in opinion as they 
as enthusiasm and wild fire. ‘They || do, they should maintain their dis. 
differ in opinion as to the nature of |] tinct and separate denominations, 
religion itself. They diifer in opi- |! Let the churches continue to insert, 
nion as to the treatment of awaken- || in their confessiors of faith, all those 
ed sinners. ‘They differ in opinion || points in which it is important that 
as to the directions which ought to || members of the same church should 
be given them. ‘They differ in opi- || be agreed. Let the object of their 
nion as to the preaching which is |) creeds continue to be, to secure uni- 
roper in the tine of a revival._— || ty of affection and unity of action, 
Chey differ in opinion as to what || in the only way in which it is prac- 
may be relied upon as evidence of |} ticable ; that is, by securing unity 
a genuine hope. They diifer in of sentiment, both in doctrine and 
opinion, in short, as to the whole; practice. In the mean time, let 
management of a revival. These || them all remember that they ar 
differences of opinion do not pro- || fellow Christians ; and let themes: 
duce any serious interruption to a|! ercise towards each other a spirit 0 
revival in one society, when those || forbearance and brotherly kindness 
of different views are not there to |; And let them manifest their brother: 
interfere. But bring all these dis- || ly affection, by acts of intercommu- 
cordant views together into the |] nion at the table of their commoi 
same church. Let a revivakof re-|| Lord. Let them continue to cat 
ligion commence. Let all the mem- || vass, with a spirit of candor, thos 
bers feel the importance of promo- || points in which they differ; ant 
ting the work; and let ail address |} pray for the time to come, when all 
themselves to it with diligence and || shall see eye to eye, and all shall be 
zeal. Each will act according to || united in the love and. practice 
his own views. What one does, an- |; the truth. K. K. 
other will undo. What one says. —aa— 
another will contradict. The effect At the request of a © Friend to Missions,” ¥ 
which one endeavors to produce in insert the following Tract. 
the mind of the awakened sinner, IT WILL BE DONE. 
because he thinks it the way to Se- |} “47 things proclaim it needful; some advan 
cure the salvation of his soul, ano- || One Precious step beyond, and prove it su 
ther will use his utmost efforts to What have we done as a natiol 
counteract, because he thinks it cal- |] toadvance the cause of Missions: 
culated to destroy him. What har- || We have sent out a few missiol! 
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On Missionary Fields. 


jes, and established a few schools 
among the heathen. Christians a- 
poad have noticed our efforts.— 
England has even compared our at 
tempts with her splendid achieve 
ments But any one, who contem- 
lates, for » moment, the increase 
of our population, the general dis- 
tribution of property among our ci 
tizens, the light burden of our na- 
tional taxes, and the tide of prospe 
rity which rolls through our land ; 
any one, who realizes our obliga 
tions to the heathen, surveys our 
ample means to send them the Gos 
pel, and, at the same time, inquires 
what we have actually done, must 
beconstrained to “ sum up the whole 
ina cypher.” We have done little 
fur the savages on ourborders. We 
have done less for the pagans of 
India. 

Perhaps no plan which has been 
devised to wipe away the stain of 
past negligence, is better suited to 
the genius and circumstances of the 
people of this country, than that of 
MISSIONARY FIELDS. It interferes 
with ne“other plan of doing good. 
It is well adapted to all classes of 
the community. it makes no heavy 
dev ands upon any individual. All 
it claims, is a few hours in the year 
irom each laborer, and a small piece 
(fground from each town. Let every 
man come forward to the work, 
ind more will be done this year, 
than has been effected by the com- 
bined charities of the whole nation 
ihany preceding year. 

The plan could not be generally 
idopted last year, because it was 
uot generally known. But wherever 
it was proposed, it commended it- 
self to every man’s conscience. 

Something has been done. A 
liir and successful experiment has 
been made. . Our young men took 
tp the plan with promptitude— 
Much of what has been received 
into the treasury of the Lord from 
these fields, must be passed to their 


account, as the fruit of their leisure 


ours, 


| 
| 
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With peculiar pleasure, we notice 
the enthusiasm with which the 
members of our public schools en- 
gaged in this work. Indolent and 
effeminate as we had been accus- 
temed to regard them, we felt a- 
shamed of our sentiments, when we 
saw them seize the utensils of the 
farmer, and even anticipate him in 
this noble enterprize. The field at 
Amherst Academy, amounted to 6 
dollars; at Leicester Academy, 31 
dolls. ; that at Middlebury College, 
about 30 dolls; the garden and 
field at Yale College, 03 dolls. 50 
cents. At Dartmouth, Williams, 
and Hamilton Colleges, the plan 
was adopted, but we have not the 
result. The students of our Theo- 
logical Seminaries have not neg- 
lected this method of promoting 
their Master’s cause. 

We also observe on the list of 
donors, the names of little boys.— 
This fact delights us. It is a fact 
which leaves us in doubt, whether 
MISSIONARY FIELDS ‘Will do greater 
goud to the heathen, or to the youth 
of our own country. The habit of 
industry, the principles of economy, 
and the spirit of beneficence which 
they thus acquire, are of incalcula- 
ble importance to themselves and to 
the community. Every farmer ought 
not onty to have a field himself, but 
to furnish his children with one.-— 
The aggregate of juvenile donations 
last year, was nearly sufficient to 
support !00 children in Ceylon ;— 
these children will soon teach oth- 
er children, and they will soon 
teach others, and thus the good 
will be felt through time, and in 
eternity. 

Of the fields cultivated last year, 
15 yielded $5 each; 15, $10; 5, 
$20 3; 3, $30; 5, $403; 1, $70; 1, 
$100; 1, $150; and 1, $253; ma- 
king a total of about $1500, which 
has been received by the A- B. C. 
F. M. The Foreign Mission School 
received $200. The Connecticut 
Education and Missionary Societies 
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also received something. We re- || having the number of Missiowary 
gret to see not more than ¢:50 from || Deposrrortss greatly increased— 
this source among the donations to |) “ At Northampton, Hartford, anq 
the American Education Society. || Utica, Depositories are already re. 
[t ought to be remembered, that || ceiving the gifts of the farmer and 
during the last year, the funds of } tie mechanic.” We hope, before 
this Society sunk $2000; while |) long, to hear that a Depository jis 
sixty-three were added to ihe num- | established, and a Steward appoint- 
ber of its beneficiaries. Probably | ed over it, in each market: town, and 

| 

| 





the missionary cause has already || each city in the United States. The 
realized $2000 from the cultivation || advantages are aumerous and im- 
of fields) From many, no remit. || portant. Offeiiags of every size 
tances have been made More than |) and every kind, may be poured into 
300 were cultivated last year. the Depository, until the Steward is 
This experiment is enough to enabled to make a large remittance 
convince us, that if we will attempt |} to the Board at one time. This will 
great things, we can accomplish || make a great saving of labor at the 
them. “Onward is the watch word || MIssIonARY ROOMS. It will also 
Again we venture to say, ‘ It will furnish the inhabitants of each place 
be done.’ 7 in which a Depository is establish- 
It is presumed, that wherever a | ed, an opportunity to aid the cause 
Missionary Field Association can jj of Missions. When they purchase 
be formed, it will be found easy to || articles of provision, to supply their 
obtain land, seed, teams, and uten- || families, or to relieve the wants of 
sils. In every village, then, Jet a|| their poor neighbors, if they pur- 
paper be drawn up. in order to as- || chase from the Depository, they will 
certain who will unite in such an|| help to send the blessings of the 
Association. Let a committee of || Gospel to the distant heathen— 
one, two, or three persuns, be ap- There ought to be connected with 
pointed, to obtain a field, to see each Depository a Society, which 
that the labor is performed, and to || shall embrace a whole county, or 
dispose of the avails as the Asso- || any convement number of towns, 
ciation shall direct. It is hoped, || Somebody must form this Society, 
that some individual in each vil || or it will not be done- In each town 
lage will feel sufficiently interested || or village within the limits of the 
to circulate a paper like the follow- || Society, Agents might .be appoint: 
ing : ed, to solicit subscriptions, and 
The undersigned associate them. || transmit them to the Depository. 
selves for the purpose of cultivating || “Union is strength.” We ob- 
a Missionary Field, and agree to|| serve, from different towns, the 4 
perform the labor necessary to bring || vails of Centre-fields, South fields; 
the crop to maturity. implying the existence of others.— 
Persons who prefer to give pro- || We presume, that in every tow! 
duce, will, of course, be permitted | three neighborhoods may be inducet 
to subscribe any quantity of grain, || to cultivate three fields, of an acre 
pStatoes, wool ; the fruit of vines, each. Who can suppose less i 
trees, &c. or any salable mechanic || Large towns can cultivate six acres 
articles. Perhaps a separate So. || as easily as three. Last year, some 
ciety may be organized for these |} fields yielded at the rate of $60 pet 
objects. acre. We will suppose the fields 
In order to give unity, perma- || this year, to average Diz, or the 
nency, and effect to the system, we || towns D36, It would not be § 
beg leave to suggest the propriety of |! large estimate to sav D75. Now? 












fe tn OO Oe Ge) 6k Ce ee. cle cee Ce. ws 


fo 
M 


fa 


ma 
ine 
ne; 
diy 
the 
mil 
(| e] 
fay 
US 

hay 
ver 
Do 
tlar 
tiar 
Chi 
ind 
pra 


ble 








Remarks on “ Theological Questions.” 145 


$56 per town, New-England will|jof the Lord Jesus Christ, let us 





AY raise $43000 ; a sum exceeding, by charge ourselves to be valiant for 
—~ H ¢4000, the last year’s expenses of| God. a 
id ¥ . ie Le : 

the Bombay, Ceylon, Palestine, April 10, 1822. 

a Sandwich Island, Cherokee, Choc- —<ee— 

id taw, and Arkansaw Missions. The REMARKS 

“4 United States will raise ¢2386000 ; On “ Theological Questions.” 

. which is more than double the an Messns. Evirors—In your num- 
vd i Bal receipts of the A. B.C. F. M.,|/her for January, page 24, is the fol- 


he we te American Bible Society, and the|/lowing question: “Can it be proved 
, American Education Society. New |\by the light of nature, that God 





4 York alone may raise ¢16000. This|\causes every thing to take place as 
ooo will furnish a year’s support to/)t does ’”” ‘The answer is given, and, 
jg My 100 young men, preparing for thejjas I suppose, rightly, in the affirma- 
=a Gospel Ministry. Connecticut canj|tive. But in his answer, the author 


all raise a sum larger than the income| pursues a series of metaphysical rea- 
, ' 





the of her Missionary Society, and equal| soning, which regards God as the 
\co the support of 500 children in the|cause of all things that have existed, 
sei school at Brainerd. ‘J he state of that do exist, or that ever will exist. 
sh. Maine can support ‘00 children in) Now, there appears to be an error 
ase Me tne schools at Ceylon. New Hamp-|somewhere in this reasoning. For 
aa shire can support 260 pions natives) if it be true, God 1s the cause of sin; 
cir cl India, in the college at Serampore | Which 1s a proposition not supported 
of M Sermont can support 25° well edu by the sacred volume. “ For God 
ure Ag cated Missionartes. Massachusetts} cannot be tempted with evil ; neither 


vill can fit out the contemplated rein |tempfeth he any man; but every 
the Mg forcement to the Sandwich Island} man is tempted, .when he is drawn 
Mission. away of his own lust, and enticed.” 


oe 


vith Reader ! stop, and look at the||* From whence come wars and fight- 
ich Mg ct. «This year, the United States/jings among you? come they not 

or Mae Cull aise $286,000 from Missionary hence, even of your lusts, that war 
oan Fields. At the same time, they canjin your members?” —“ The heart is 


ety ME srcatly increase the amount of their||deceitful above all things, and de- 
OUT) * . . : 5 wet § 
‘ fe contributions from other sources. |/sperately wicked.” If God be the 





own hence \ | 
the What impression ought this esti-||cause of sin, then he was the cause 
vat: Mate to make on our minds? Know re the sin of angels; of the sin of 


and Me 2g our Lord’s will, shall we dare to/our first parents ; of the sins which 
neglect it longer® Shall a few in moved him to destroy the world with 
ob: dividuals of this favored land, sharella flood; of those sins for which he 
nih the honor and happiness of raising||overwhelined Sodom and Gomorrah 
ids; millions of immortal beings from the} with fire and brimstone ; and, in one 
ail depths of sin, to the fellowship and} word, of all those sins which defile 
owl, favor of God; while the majority of human nature, and subj ct mankind 
uced fe’ Shamefully refuse to put nth his holy displeasure and indigna- 
seit hands to the work? Forbid it Hea || tion. These are propositions which, 


ven. Are we called Christians ?’—||when stript of all metaphysical sab- 











St ' : 
‘oteh Do we enjoy the blessings of Chris-||tleties, and expressed in plain lan- 
some Mens? Have we the hopes of Chris |\guage, cannot find a support in the 








tians? Then where is our love to|/sacred volume. 

Christ ? By the pleasure we feel|| From the question under conside- 

in doing his will; by all the cruelties| ration, and from other questions, 

practised in heathen nations ; by the//* with some hints towards an an- 

bleeding love, and dying command}swer,” which precede, I think I shail 
— x 
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' 5 las ural theology for proof 
erfectly agree with the author, in!'we look to nat gy : Proot 
Pp ding God as seated on the!ofit. And perhaps we may here see J {i 
theon zh the universe, as wielding'ithe evil of pushing any sy stem of th 
ths sceptse of auivarnn} equi andfeepde apoos ie sors paapaeae 1A 
ee 4 dis sha all things} Natural theology, if confined to its ga 
ae a cvaniiel of his own’ own sphere, will be useful to every Fw 
™ Se: t Fy the author,| Christian, and particularly to every sit 
weer 78 ra r iekedian We''student of divinity; but if pushed [J cr 
here. we have wo dif: outh; yet/beyond its own proper limits, and I 
have one mind, at os ia satleante to give laws to revelation, I «a 
2 erence ~ . a 
eee ee f , ll the moral] which should be the supreme judge & mi 
an re ae lin all moral cases, then it becomes I w! 
actions ef man, : he 
nccuntiens icular and li-|dangerous. ; de 
Tn presectsng — wk apt to] 1 n all discussions of this subject, HF be 
were Nich HPO beyond their le-|\we should feel the following truths, I «in 
push genera dari : This has oc-|land act under their influence : Ist tru 
Sonne ora - hades in physical|(God is the supreme, wise, and holy J pa 
casioned MUCH perplexity . iverse; 7d. Man ma 
‘ ‘mitted into) sovereign of the univ se 5 7d. 
science ; and, when adm . ble being —-These HF tha 
oe 3 SyS-|iis an accountable e. 
morals, embarrasses the whole | ’ h d iw all. ther cat 
iver th,!|truths must both stand 1 
tem of truth and duty. Every tiuth, | ith all the clearness MM tru 
daries ;/strength, and with a — 
ay re ha Sxediiwith Sich they are revealed in that [J of 
~~ ae God. It ts only volume which constitutes our only Hi dor 
7 ee ween ae kd ef th and duty. In esta- i wit 
é ruths|izuide in truth a y 
necessary that we nee re tae we lishing the one, we must not weak- # goo 
revealed in the word of God, | tl hie mio 
° J Oo } . 2 
should also — — oe . we ss pial tes-nether af Ginaiean IN da 
ee — ae unerring||tion regards God as the sovereign of J saic 
nally drawn, 3|| ele in establishing this HM his 
y foun-||the universe; but in establishing 
standard. However firm the | “43 cing God the cause HH thar 
: . sition, by making Go : 
dation may be ; however clear the|ipos sages ‘reaken, or even HM Wo 
rever||of sin, does he not weaken, 
Me ae Dlacdie momiesaieias dealing the accountability of man! J mar 
strongly an ot) Will d re that God is HB caw 
ye : 1e author urge that 
appear to be with the premises ; 1 D . 
wet if th do not accord with other|'the cause of sin, and yet argue thal 2 
Shela a the word of God,|\neither the accountability, nor the bet 
a ith in our in- cruninality of man, is 1p the least J nes: 
there is eS i eal Seiad diminished? I am not igno- the 
oye toed = Soe of thellrant that this aszerticn hasbeen made Mit is 
hich forms the bi se . fe 
ae t, b d its own legitimate |/by some modern writers, who defend Fi cou 
er eyond Its 5 their hypothesis by urging that it is Mj the; 
boundaries. | © ne unholy Hi pare 
liao aie not the agent by whom an unholy iy 
ee = oes 2 ee ry aie abition sche but the subject 0 HM itore 
author, that he is Previn | it is caused, that is criminal. HB caus 
. ‘stion by natural|/whom it is caused, that is 
mative of the questior eo. esta The truth of this..1 catmetsten taba 
theology alone ; and therefore - | oa te meiien tals any being can im pure 
ae — “aon ld in ant = unholy volition in my mind, Mand 
although this objections ould ee upo 
urged, yet the difficulty in my mind} wit! oo Oo asheanee hen i 
would not be removed, inasmuch as - aa so ‘alt thaeeauanl holy 
all the truths and duties of natural and according : anealctae nil mie 
theology are taught, explained, andj laws of ene rm San fuk self, 
- e/ 7 ° . Ty € 1€ Caus . = 
enforced by revelation. If, there: to be pes d Rdit 
fore, revelation does not teach that|iedness is wi : 


sin, in vai unholy voll: aot | 
God is the cause of sin, in vain do}! If 1 were to cause an y 


wie be « 
‘ eset ae ee oe 
ed ae a el : 
ue <5 ea poe ae i x aby 
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(jon in the mind of the author, and!'will urge, and urge too with all his 
thus cause him to do an evil action,|/powers of argument, the exceeding 
]am persuaded [ should not be re /sinfulness of sin; that every sin, 
garded as innocent; nay, the fact,|,however secret or concealed in the 
when known, would be condemned as heart, is forbidden by the holy law of 
sinful; and the sinfulness would in- |; God. Now, here appears a difliculty. 
crease in proportion to the influence} How can God cause sin, and yet 
which I had over him. Will it be) condemn it? and not only condemn 
aid, my object was evil? But this) jit, but threaten it with his everlasting 
might not be the case. The endjdispleasures If our missionaries 
which I had ultimately in view, might||were thus to preach to the ignorant; 
he good, although the means might/if they were to assert that God caus- 
be evil. Will it be said that I am a/es them to sin, and yet determines 
dnful man?. This is true; alas! too, to punish them for sinning, what opi- 
true. But-how will this change the;nion would they form of the Most 
nature of the action ? or how does it) High’ 
make me more criminal, in this case, | Will it by urged, that the hypo- 
than if I had never before been the thesis is confirmed by the werd of 
cause of any sinful action? It is|God? If so, it must be received ; 
true, if I had never been the cause! for I am persuaded that both the au- 
of a sinful action before, and hadj/thor and myself will submit to its 
done this through ignorance, and|/paramount authority. But let us 
with a hearty wish to promote some|examine a few of its passages, and 
good object, perhaps some palliation||see whether they teach that God is 
might be found ; but would not my/|the cause of sin. 
offence be still sinful? Will it be|} Paul, writing to the Ephesians, 
said, the author is sinful? But does|says, when speaking of Christ, “ In 
his sinfuiness make me less guilty||whom we have obtained an inheri- 
than if he were perfectly innocent ’||tance, being predestinated according 
Would it be sinful to cause a sinfaljjte the purpose of him who worketh 
man to sin, but no moral evil tojjall things after the counsel of his own 
cause a holy angel to sin ? will”? in these words, the apostle 
if this hypothesis be true ; if God/jevidently regards God as wieldin 
be the cause of sin, and the sinful-|/the sceptre of universal empire, and 
iess of a volition be occasioned by||as carrying on his work of creation, 
the sinfulness of the subject in which|/providence, and redemption, accor- 
itis caused ; then, how shall we ac |/ding to those wise counsels, and that 
count for the first unholy volition injholy plan which he had formed.— 
the angels that sinned, or in our first|/But cannot this be done without 
parents? These were notsinful be-//his causing sin? If not, here is an 
lore the first unholy volition was|jultimatum of omnipotence, unless it 
caused in their minds. Ifthis hypo-j|can be shown that this is a natural 
thesis, therefore, be true, we see aljlimpossibility. And was it impossible 
pure and holy being, even the pure|jfor God to form creatures whoshould 
aud holy God, “who cannot look|/act agreeably to his plan, or “ accor- 
upon sin but with abhorrence,”’ caus-||ling to the counsel of his own will,” 
ing a sinful volition in the mind ofjjand yet act freely? ‘There does not 
toly beings, and thereby causing|jappear to be any natural impossibi- 
them to rise in rebellion against him-||vility in this work. If there be no 
self. You must excuse me, Messrs.|inatural impossibility in it, | seé no 
Editors, if I tell you, that this I can-|jreason why it might not be accom- 


£20t believe. plished by the hand of omnipotence, 


fam persuaded that the author|jguided by infinite wisdom. And if 
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mankind are such creatures, may we||How, then, is the holiness of Goq 
not account for the origin and conti-|/impeachable, for not communicatin 
nuance of sin, without making God)that which could not be communi. 
its cause ? T we keep this in view, cated / ? for not making a created 
we may easilysee how God worketh| God? Were not all “natural, all 
all thihgs after the counsel of his); moral powers, which are necessary 
éwn will ; how he builds the house ;|\to man, as a perfectly holy creature, 
how he watches the city; how hel communicated to our first parents } 
hardens the heart of man; and, in| And yet they yielded to temptation, 
one word, how he does those things) and willingly disobeyed the com- 
which are evidently done by the! mandment “of God. And we, their 
strength, wisdom, or wickedness of |\dege nerate children, feel that we, 
man. Hence we may see the nature| ‘and we alone, are to blame when we 
and force of that Hebrew idiom,| sin against God. As long as this 
which exhibits God as doing all) ‘feeling remains, it is impossible to 
things that are done, whether good ‘believe that God is the cause of sip. 
or bad. | This is pertectly agreeable to the 
God, speaking by the mouth of | veneral scope of revelation, which 
Isaiah, says, “1 form the light, and || speaks of the heart of man as the 
create darkness. I make peace, and) source of all those evils which defile 
create evil. 1 the Lord do all these!\this part of creation. Out of the 
things.” —Perhaps this verse should! heart proceed evil thoughts, adulte- 
be restricted to natural evil, w here-" ries, murders thefts, and a countless 
by God would lead the Israelits to ‘multitude of sins. “ The carnal 
humble themselves before him, and! mind is enmity against God.” “ An 
repent of their transgressions, which ‘evil man, out “of “the evil treasure of 
had caused him to visit them with) his heart, bringeth forth evil things.” 
such heavy afflictions. This is pro | And it is the province of God, and of 
bably the true design of the passages} God alone, by the unerring ‘influen- 
and if so, it o ices of his spirit, to bring good out 
ed beyond its own proper senniiosians | this sink of sin and iniquity. These 
But if it be so extended as to com “are propositions fully and_ plainly 
prehend moral evil, it may be ex-//taught in the sacred volume. 











plained by the solution already gi- This is also agreeable to Dr- Reid, 
ven, without deter mining God as Dugald Stewart, and other writers, 
the cause of sin. ‘who have explored the most secret 


Will it be said, that the holiness||recesses of the human mind, and 
of God is liable to impeachment for||examined its secret springs of action. 
ferming such creatures? But w hen \These men, with Dr. C halmers, ex: 
we consider man as the work of God,|hibit plainly several original princi: 
we should certainly view him as he’ |ples of action in the human mind, 
came from the hand of his Creator.||from which sin flows spontaneously. 
Then he was pure and holy; no|And if thege be a source of sin ll 
evil inclinations, no sinful propensi \the heart, sufficiently prelific, why 
ties rankled in his bosom. His\shoud we look elsewhere for the 
knowledge of duty was clear, and)cause? Would not this be unphile- 
he was perfectly master of his own/sophical, as well as unscriptural ’ 
will. In one word, he was holy,/} On this ground, let us considet 
harmless, and undefiled. Itis true,)|the example which the author gives 
he was fallible, as every creature) He says, “You choose to read thes 
must be initself. Infallibility is the||questions. What caused you 
prerogative of God alone, and can- jmake such a choice? You will say; 
not be communicated te thecreature.||perhaps, that you wished to 
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what would be said” Here the|!truth of revelation in this respect. 
author says, “ This is assigning the; Here, then, we have causes, cunsti- 
motive or reason of your choice, and,tutional causes, amply sufficient — 
not the cause of it.” ‘Therefore, he .wW hy then should we look for an 
ysks again, “ What caused you to! jother ? Why should we push this 
make such a choice”? Now, may subject beyond its own proper boun- 
not some of his readers look into baries, and thus involve both our- 
their own hearts, and see pride and) selves and our readers in an inex- 
selfishness acting? Having prose- 'Itricable labyrinth of difficulties ? 
cuted metaphysical studies with | But the questions are designed, as 
sveat satisfaction, and having expe-! Nit appears, for the use of students ot 
rienced much delight in them, and divinity, who, in the judgment of 
reaped some advantage, might they’ charity, are supposed to be actuated 
not hope to enjoy an intellectual |by the love of God. Here, therefore, 
feast? And having climbed the)we may discover another cause why 
rugged heights of metaphysical lore||some read the questions, viz. a de- 
to a certain elevation, might not)sire to be usetul to the cause of 
pride cause them to aim at climbing Christ, in ther day and generation ; 
higher, and to obtain a more pr oud! 'a desire to be well fartistied scribes 
and exalted situation ? Perhaps | in things pertaiuing to the kingdom 
some of your readers may have been jof God ; ; a desire to be qualified to 
actuated by these.causes, although ‘defend the truth against error. It is 
unnoticed. But if the scriptures, hoped that many ” of your readers, 
speak the truth; if Reid, Stewart, and particularly students of divinity, 
and Chalmers, speak the trast thesejlare actuated by this cause. 
are constitutional principles in fallen | Here, indeed, we find a cause, 
human nature. | which, according to the scriptures, 
Some writers have reckoned the}is not a constitutional principle in 
love of novelty as a constitutional | fallen human nature. Therefore, we 
principle in human nature. If so, |must look for the cause of this cauee 
may not this be regarded as another elsewhere. But if we take the scrip- 
cauxe why some “of your readers] tures for our guide, it is easy to point 
have read the questions ? And when) jout the cause of this holy principle 
we consider the extensive province ellof action in the heart of man. It is 
given to pride, to selfishness, and to) iby the Holy Spirit, ‘ ‘the love of God 
the love of novelty in the hearts of | is shed abroad in our hearts ;” it is 
the unregenerate, both by the scrip-|by the Holy Spirit we are created 
tures, and by the voluminous pro- janew in Christ Jesus unto good 
ductions of those writers who havellworks. Therefore, whenever holi- 
attempted to prove that all mankind ness is wrought by us, God is the 
are actuated by selfishness ; can wellcause, and to him be all the glory ; 
reasonably look any farther for the!but whenever sin is wrought by us, 
‘2use, so far as the unregenerate are :|ithen cuilt lies at our door, and God 
concerned ? is righteous. 

Will itbe asked, what is the cause| If we should say, that God is the 
of pride, selfishness, &ie.? If these |icause of pride, selfishness, and all 
are constitutional vaiialghen of hu-|ithat host of evil principles which are 
man nature, here ourinquiries should |/found in the heart of fallen man, do 
stup. And the scriptures certainly|iwe not commit an outrage on the 
speak of man as proud and selfish ||common feelings, on the common 
by nature; and every man who is|sense of mankind? and on all the 
acqainted with his own heart, oo significations of common 


subscribe, without hesitation, to thelanguage ? “Do we not make a bed 
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for the carnal repose of the wicked | In perfect consistency with «4 
Do we not blunt the arrow which|iFriend to Revivals,”? 1 would r0- 
should reach the heart, and produce pose, through your paper, the follow. 


a conviction that they have ruined 
themselves? ‘This is surely the lan- 
guage of scripture: “(), Israel, thou 
hast <iestroyed thyself.” But if God 
be the cause of pride, of selfishness, 


and of all those other sinful tempers 


and dispositions which are found in 
the heart of man, then neither Israel, 
nor we, have destroyed ourselves. 
Perhaps the author of the ques- 
tions will say, as well as I do, that 
we have destroyed ourselves ; and 
urge, that the divine agency, in caus 


ing questions : 

The scriptures, in a variety of 
places, promise an abundant out. 
pouring of the Spirit ; and agreeably 


ito these promises, all Christians, ip 


their prayers,both public and private, 
pray for the outpouring of the Spirit, 
Now, if we are to expect no other, 
nor greater, nor more abundant out- 
pouring: of the Spirit, than we con- 
stantly enjoy, what do these promises 
mean, or what do our prayers mean? 


[ suppose it will be acknowledged, 


ing sin, does not weaken, in thelithat a revival takes place in the 
least degree, the accountability of| heart of every individual sinner that 
man. Then it is plain, that we must} is born again of- the Spirit. If this 
give different meanings to the word/'be the case, then what is the diffe- 
eause. If the word cause be taken|rence between a revival in the heart 
in its common acceptation, as signi ||uf one sinner, and a revival in the 
fying that which produces an effect,/heart of ten, twenty, or a hundred 
or the efficient, then the proposition|/sinners? Does the extent or magni- 
that God is the cause of sin, is nottude of the work change its nature? 


supported. But if by the word caUuse,| 


It is probable that many pious in- 


the author means nothing more norj|idividuals are jealous of revivals, on 
less than God’s superintendence and|laccount of the great excitement of 


direction of ali events to the accom 
plishment of his own wise and holy 
lan, then | have no dispute with 
Fim ; for 1 believe as firmly as I be 
lieve there is a God, “ that he causeth 
the wrath cf man to praise him, and 
restraineth the remainder thereof.” 


feeling which usually attends them. 
‘But may not the feelings be profita- 
bly used to excite the sluggish to ac- 
itive industry ? to rouse the multitude 
‘from their morbid insensibility, an 
jinsensibility which will not be moved 
‘by all the invitations of the gospel, 


But though he causes the wrath of|inor by all the thunders of Sinai?— 


man to praise him, yet I cannot see|| 


how he causes wrath, or at least that 
wrath which is sinful. 

Neither is wrath a self-originating 
cause ; for there are causes enough 
of wrath in the pride and corruption 
of the human heart. These are 
causes against which it becomes us 
to labor, watch and pray; causes 
which are evil in the sight of God, 
and the sources of sorrow,perplexity, 
and bitter anguish to the Christian ; 
causes which must be subdued in the 
heart, or heaven will never be our 
home. 

H. N. 


May not the Spirit use the feelings 
of the heart, as the means whereby 
he works repentance towards God, 
and faith in the Lord Jesus ae 
H. N. 


=> @@@+-- 

An account of the religious experience of Mrs 
B.P , wife of Mr. J. P——, of L—, 
N. Y.; written by herself. March 22, 1522. 
As I have experienced two kinds ol 

religion, on which I have founded a hope 

of eternal life, 1 shall now give the world 

a relation of both ; for I wish to let it be 

known, what I view to be false, and what 

I now rely on as a true religious expe 

rience. To this, I hope that I shall pre 

ceed in the fear of God. 
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1807, in the 14th||Lord did not answer my prayer, nor 
" Yo be t went to a religious|grant me mercy. This grieved ime great- 
year - ve! ae d the Rev. N. B. preach|jly, and deepened my cistress. But these 
mecting, His text was in Heb. 4. 1:/|texts of Scripture came into my mind : 
ee al refore fear, Jest a promise}|** Come unto me, ail ye that labor, and 
oa lft saad entering into his rest, any |jare heavy laden, and I will give y > co. 
in 23 i i 
- 7s old, now is the accepted time! 
of you a in dene aac ‘a Behold, now is the day of iivaiton S 
== til k aonenied himself to sin-||Christ then appeared to my view ; and I 
- "He auberted ‘us to turn to thelleried, Lord have mercy upon me, a hell- 
are ae orden widindt. wentebe deserving wretch. The thought then 
; - a told us that we were sinking||powerfully struck my mind, that the Lord 
ound. . . 
‘on ¢ spair rd my prayer; and I telt asha as 
down a Took Sete Tie. ‘I itt had Seite os heaven. Scant A be 
aon ‘te tremble to feel that [ was ajjin a new world; and ali things around me 
wet stance? ond. aaw-aetdag tel hell||appeared to be praising God, only man- 
eee ‘Mr Sinbad to s Lord,||kind. Old professors appeared to* be 
ene sinners, and to set home the}jasleep, and destitute of religion, because 
0 Y , = ‘. ‘ . ; ‘ : 
ion Wi “ .||they did not feelas I did. 1 wanted to 
pearicene Oe kadai den ar gh so awake, and inviting sinners to 
ae se that a] happil 
an ared.to me that ail the/jturn to the Lerd. I lived very happily, 
aan was: feel could not conceal||rejoicing and praising God, for a fens 
clings. Mr is discours ‘three or four weeks ; and then I began 
py feelings. Mr. _ ane ee : get colh ended, Wile i diialel 
ones an oa that 1 could||meeting, it enlivened me; but that feel- 
seat 5 ae Sean 7 ; > r hes ene 
lardly walk ; yet, in this situation, 1 set ing =, ee eT In this way I 
a . aa olen ; ‘ate ecnaline te | After that, I went toa camp meeting ; 
“ nondsll feelings still continued. On|{but was much discour aged, because I did 
. a : . 4 1@ < j as 5 S 2p- 
ny way, | wept very bitterly, and cried} net teel as much live as some others P 
the Lord to have mercy upon ime ajipeared to be. I began to think that 
: at After reach.ng home, I tried as lhad neglected duty, and sinned against 
SUIEDER » > . J * ' 2 yr _ 
much as possible to conceal my feelings. light. . aaa ved - amar 
My mother began to inquire about ae sen I said. eae few words Oi mind 
fiends where [ had been; but I did not put —_ he eae Tt ‘ae ri 
mes gor vem ent rapes a0 caida aaa eT eon another When 
ue Said, **What is the matter with you! euns ¢ ’ : ae 
ee oe ea fatizued, aad seta some of them had joined in prayer, there 
unwell, and wished to retire. This, how-||was a man who spake, and requested 
ever eave me no relief. I ceuld not|them allto pray; then, about fifty lifted 
a ms thonght, if I closed my eyes in|lup their voices together, and many amet 
sleep, I should awake in hell. ry — _ ground. We rose up from prayer, 
thich Mr. B. so often repeated, ‘* Lordiianc ~ tates 
have merey on sinuers to day,’’ sonnded|| “ ee hanna 
inmy ear. I prayed to the Lord =o Streams of merey never ceasing, 
werey on me; felt some relief; aud be | Call for songs of loudest praise.” 
ig much exhausted, | tell oe — A sudden trembling seized me; I fell to 
leep, which continued until the ee ae eround, and lay senseless about three 
a aaliade ‘ok ras greatly sur-/|ie g ’ 
ma : nam, . eee ps Pa My hours. When I came to myseif, I felt 
prised to find nyse ou = + Riel + exceedingly happy, shouted, and gave 
hother asked me if i felt ans better a = ey has theca 
lold her I did. The impression so . am a a. es ait ae Gare ae 
ame ras a Sinner; tha — | . ; . . 
aa ce ae he kan convie-| perienced sanctification. For some time 
tious had left me in my slumbering as : mee ee ae aa 
ies, 1 took but little refreshment that) re i ee God ; oe 5 enh th nvyselt 
“iy, and my fears remained with hel : uk i yn completely holy But 
rie ‘ as ob, ' > } { ' e ; I - - , 
“x . seieiaas mnths toe SE when [ neglected duty, I viewed myself 
days ; I wicaliah afrai' of having com-|las having slidden back into a state of na- 
ys. re , < c « ~ og ze Q 
nitted the unpardonable sir, because the \i\ture. 1 always thought that my prayers 
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were exceecingly good ; that there cou'd) our doctrines ; and that we were rapidly 
be no sin in them. In this manner, l)increasing in numbers. These Say ings 
lived upwards of six years. jexalted ine greatly. I went home mi 

In 1816, an awakening tock place in an intention of spreading religion first jn 
L——, in the Presbyterian c sngre gation.|/our own neighborhood. I began te cop. 
I went very steacily to their mectings ; i rse on religion with my husband, apg 
but felt much opposed to the coctrines|/to persuade him to serve the Lord. By 
which their minister preached. I couls|/he told me that I was either delirious o 
not endure the doctrine of the divine) bewitched; and said he would prohibit 
decrees, election, re probation, and total) me irom goiug to such meetings, That. 
depravity. They appeared to be the || however, did no! cisco. rage me ; it made 
most abominable doctrines that could bejime more engaged. In the evening, | 
preached in the world; making God aljasked my husband to pray ; he refused, 
respecter of persons, and his character!|I talked Witt him onthe subject farther; 
exceedingly black: entirely cutting off}jancd then asked him if [ might pray ; bu 
the free agency of the creature. On this)|ne gave me noanswer | kneeled, and 
ground, it seemed to me to be no matter) prayed very earnest! y for him, and algo 
nhat we cid. If we were elect d to be|/tor our neighbors. After prayer, | cop. 
saved, we should be; and i! we were|\tinued to taik with my companion; and 
appointed to be damned, we should be ;)\throuzh the three following days, I em. 
and that, if the sinner’s condemnation) braced every opportunity to press the 
would redound to the glory of God, asj/subject on his mind. On praying with 
much as the saint’s salvation, no one|\/him a third time, his mind was greatly 
could resist his will, and there could be/ affected. I was so cngagrd in the duty, 
no blame onus. This was the way that)that I scarcely knew whether I was in the 
f understood these doctrines. world or out of it. 1 rose from prayer, 

On a certain Sabbath, 1 went to meet-//sung a hymn, shouted, and gave glory to 
ing, and heard the L minister.—| God; anc pursued Uc conversation with 
He preached a doctrinal sermon in the||my partner through the evening. In the 
forenoon; and my heart rose in greater||morning, i piayed te the Lord very ear 
opposition to it, than ever it had done|neslly ; but my husband seemed to be 
before. I thought, if the alteraoon ser | more enrag’c than ever. As he weal 
mon should be ou these doctrines, that 1j)out of the house to his employment, he 
would leave the meeting house.  Liis|\said that I should not be permitted to 
discourse, however, was of another kind,|:lollow these meetiegs any more. I said 
and it suited ine very well; but 1 coula bothing ; but still thought that I would 
not forget the discourse that he delivered||pray fur him. While pursuing the busi- 
inthe morning. I went home, and pray-/ness oj the house, | was constantly in 
ed very eainestly that 1 might be ¢eli-|/prayer. 1 took the Bible; opened to 
vered trom false doctrines. Bui after|/the 7th chapier of Esther; read co the 
some time, these truths appearcd in aj 3d Verse, and knee loa down and prayed. 
different light to me; and I did not op-| it was then about 11 o'clock m the mor 
pose them in the manner that I had for-|\uing. These peeuhiur tec lings subsided. 
merly done. My husband returned at noon, witha 

In this situation, I remained until the |/sinile on his countenance ; and he imme 
autumn of 1891. Then I went to hear||\diately said, **’The Lord has openee my 
the Rev. J. B. His preaching roused|/eyes; I see mysclf. How far have | 
my mind; and I felt wide awake. I in-|\gowe astray !’’ This caused me to re 
tended to double my diligence in serving) joice Inthe evening, he desired mel 
the Lord. It seemed to me as if I should|/pray ; but | told him that he was the 
make sinners turn to God 1 felt and)/head of the family, and wished biw 
prayed forthem. It appeared to me,||/perform ine daty. He, -however, inasisted 
that all denominations of Christians were|jon my praying. f said that { would unite 
asleep, but the Methodists. Our minister) with bim; and we both prayed at the 
said to us, ** Fear not, little flock ; for sleeine time. He said but a tew words 
is your Father’s good pleasure to give )|humbly confessed his sins, and then end 
yeuthe kingdom.’’ He added, that Cal-|jed. 1 prayed earnestly for the whe 
vin was falling to the ground; and that|)world; for the neighbortiood « specially 
whole congregations of his belief webelien dead professors; and thanked Got 
turning, and their ministers preaching) for visiting us. Thus, we prayed togee™ 
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ly gnumber of times. I seemed to be free|| of the Pharis: es, which is hypocrisy.” I 
me frou malice, and “ished for the happi-j\could not but uncerstand its meaning, 
ith ness of all mankind. and feel its ap; lication to myself. I saw 
in The doctrine of election appeared ‘clearly that I had been deceived, and 
ne very p'ain to me, un'il [I went to a cer-||had been depending on my own faithful- 
nae tain meeting, where the minister de-|/ness tosave me. 1} searched my feelings 
uti claimed greatly against it. My heart|}over again, but could find nothing that 
orf jose, then, in greater opposition to the|| was good in them. I perceived that I 
bite doctrine than ever. I was greatly illu-||was an impenitent sinner; and, in that 
at Me minated, and shouted for joy that 4 hac)situation, had often approached to the 
def jot embraced it. Thr: e days afterwards,||/sacramental table. This made me feel 
, [Mg Iheard a Mr. A. preach. He exclaimed||that I was the greatest wretch that ever 
ed, Me against election to a grest degree, calling||lived. I wondered that the Lord had 
or; fm i *an abominable doctrine.’’ I became||suffered me to breathe. 4t appeared to 
but Ma strong in the same opinion ; and believed) me, that I had been sinning against a just 
ind that those who held to it, must be en- land holy God all my lifetime ; that I was 
so MM tirely destitute of all true religion. 1|| opposed to God and his government, and 
on-Mae was greatly exalted ; and my mouth wasj/to all good. 1 thought | would dethrone 
nde Glled with prayer and praise. I tried) him if possible. O, what horror of mind! 
emf ny best to get my husband te join the} what deep distress I was now in! I ha- 
them Methodists; but he refused, saying, that ited aud abhorred myself; seemed to be 
vith he designed to unite with the Episcopa-||viler than the vilest. My very. heart 
itly Mim lians. I could not reconcile my feelings ‘ached with pain ; smote upon my breast 
ity, fm fo join that communion ; for | feared that}/a number of times. I tried to see whe- 








the ME | should there lose all my religion. ither I had any holy affections; but saw 
ver, Having company, we omitted praying|/notring but selfishness—a heart of ‘* en- 


y tom together for several days; but when we}) mity against God.’ 1 was stripped of 
vith MM were relieved from that embarrassment,|/all; I was totally depraved. The very 
the i my husband resumed the practice. | thought of God's holy presence, made my 
ea-fm ly hushand seemed to be very hum-|| very desh and bones quake. I smote my 
) he Mim ble, reely confessing his sins to God ; but ' breast, and groaned with horror of con- 
vent Mlcould feel no union with him in such|/science. I looked to bell, to shun his 
he Becknowledgments. In my view, he ap-|| presence; and his presence was there. 
| toMmpeared to be exceedingly stupid. I pray-|| ! hen his justice and merey appeared to 
said Med Verv earnestly that we might be mor: ||my view. it appeared to me I had ne 
ould Muited, more engaged; that we mighi|/choice. IT could not te!l which shone the 
visi NI’ the Spirit, and that the power of Goc| brightest. i gave myself up to God, say- 
y infmvight rest upon us. This, however, cid} ing, * Thy willbe done.’ * Do withme 
i tout move him ; fer he was still as solemn)! as seemeth good’? in thy sight. I felt 
the@meever. His next prayer struck me so } wilting to be in bis hands, as the clay is 
yed. Mat when I came to pray, | said bot aj in the hand of the potter. The glorious 
nor Mew words. I could not forbear thinking} Godhead then appeared to my view— 
‘ed. othe publican and Pharisee, This was) /ree persons in one God. The person 
th afmebout the last of December, 1821. it}, and charaeter of the Saviour shone with 
une eppeared to me then, with great pliin- infinite glory in my eye; f believed in 
my Mess, that Lhad never Known what truce} his name, and had hope in his mercy. 
re [Meligion is; that | had been thinking my | My heart rejoiced, and I said, ‘The 
re el! righteous, and despising others. 1) Lord te is God—tbe Lord he is God.” 
1 0 Pecan to see that IT was a sinner; and I) ¢ Salvation, and power, and honor, and 












the tied to the Lord te have merev on me.|! wisdom, and strength, and glory, belong 
uv OM tried to trace my feelings hack to my|'to God.” IT said, ** Not unto us, but unto 
sted PM experience ; but { could see nothing! thy name be the glory.’ I saw that * his 
nite MF" all my former exercises, any highe:||kingdom is an everlasting kingdom ;” 
{ the Rn fear awd selfishness. I 100k the|| bis righteousness an everlasting righteous- 
rds; BP ble, and read the 11th chapter of St. ness; and that his throne must stand 
end: HP ke. It seemed to he pointed at me ;| forever. I was convineed that salvation 
jole MR vecially these words, ** Now do ye |is the ifee gilt of God; that it is by grace 
lly; gf "4risees maxe clean the outside of the|| we are saved, not of ourselves. My 
God MR") aud platter ; but your inward part is spirit became meek and quiet. I saw 


’ 


ather ; lof ravening and wickedness.” [read||that obedience is better thao sacrifice ; 
*0 these words, ‘* Beware of the leaven|!that a meek and quiet spirit is of great 
Rr 
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154 Proposal for forming Auxiliary Tract Societies. 

price. My heart was humbled; and now| practice has been adopted and ap. 

my husband’s prayer anid mine can unite proved. But the manner in which 

together. the greatest benefit may | 
greates efit may be « 

I can truly say, with St. Panl, that) ois least od tained, 
‘“‘atter the straitest sect of eur religion, I). 7 eae aie and expense, 
lived a Pharisee.”” “ The law, which 1)'S WOrUly of Consideration, 
thought to be unto life, | found to bel it has been the custom in this part 


unto death.” ‘1 wasalive without the | of the country, for smal] Villages, Or he 


law once ;”” that is, when i wa saneti-)\societies, to act independently ; not 
. sn tee | cunposed i! te 
fied, and clear from sin, as 1 supposed ;|\connected, in any way, with other 


‘sbut when the commandment Cae, sid villages or associ tions in the neigh. 


revived, and I died.’’ I saw that I bac 


: se liborhood. The tracts have usual] r 
broken the law in every part; anc sini Toiubedl is ensatl annual aya 
appeared * exceeding sinful.” But now, | ee a Oe parcels, and pel 
“I delight in the law ot God after th |such as could be conveniently ob.m. 
inward man.” ff greatly prefer humble | tained, without any opportunity for ri 


religion; areligion that will disecoversin,) judicious selection. The natural 
and the natura! wiekedness at the heart 5 consequences ha ve followed from 


a religion that makes us willing to serv: 
the Lord for his moral exceth ney or ho- 
Jiness—tor what he is in and of himselt 
The more grace I receive, if | know my 
own heart, the more I see my deprave: 
nature ; the more I desire to do for tiv 
glory of God — Instead of feeli g litte 
up, and char from sin, as [used to tec! 
J am sensible of having 2 humbie an: 
prnitent heart Now ¢ love all the doc 
trines of the Bible, and especially th: 

to which I was once so greatly oppose 


this mode of conducting the business, 
| The exertions of these small tract 
societies have been casual, interrupt, 
‘led, and feeble. 

‘The united exertions of the diffe. 
rent villages and societies, woul 
Isive consistency and effect to thei 
loperations 3 would enable them to 
make purchases at the cheapest rate 


if nd at any time, to select such tract; 
| 
| 
| 














Iteel firm in my mind, in relation te}}as they may choose from a great va : 
these things: a hope that is sure an riety. To accomplish this object, it te 
steadfast. A religion that lifts up thejis proposed, that such neighborhood 1 
heart, Fhope [have no desire to tollow | as approve of the project, should be a, 
it they shall say, ** Lo he re, or lo there “llcome auxiliary to the Utica Societr 4 
Christ.’ [I shall not beli-ve them. — If} se se a. eee 
they say he isin the di sert, I fel no de And that ine & ica Socie ty shoul thei 
sli iy anne dlls Taian keep a deposit ef tracts, and supply oy 
[ feel willing to trust in Him, who is||the auxiliary societes at cost andy.” 
able t» keep me by his power, throngh|icharges. The purchase by the quan yy 
faith unto salvation. fF onee served Goo} tity can be made very low ; from %& Dr 
for the sak of his merey. FT thought. tg "100. cents for 1000 pases. Th , fi 
y was faithtu!, [ho Id gain happiness | yyiliary societies can be supplied aay. « 
Bat now, | feel willing to serve bim, asl, . ee a ee 
an booor to bie name. let hint de nith a | the same rate, with a small additiot ame 
as be will; for when ¢ have done all, for tralisportation. ei] 
am an unprolitable servaat. | A vonstituiion for an Auxiliary is 
|| Society, may be in the following, a... 

OG Ore jsomewhat similar form : aa 

Proposal for forming fucviliary Tra I. Lhe subscribers form them tof 
Socirties. " | selves ntoa Society, auxiliary to th Si 

The religious community are ge.) Utica Tract Society, to be known as 
nerally satisfied as to the utility of) she name of the Auxiliary Pract Som oy, 
the distribution of Tracts among that) ciety of ; each subscribe ;,. 
portion of people who have not the|to pay 50 cents annually to the Say, 
means to procure, or the lei.“ire orjiciety for the purchase of tracts. vers 
inclination to read more enlarged 2. ‘The officers of the Society sha i 
publications. It is not necessary tobe, a President, and Treasurer, to4M yo, 
say any thing on that subject. Thejchusenonthe — day of en 
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gially. The duty of the President||such a promise, they present, as the 
dill be, to preside at the meetings! result of the free conversation on 
the Society; and the duty of te! the state of religion in the churches 
Treasure sh: il be, tu receive and|| subject to ther jurisdiction, the fol- 
jeep an account of all the monies of low: ig facts, viz: 
(ie Suciety, derived from annual] | l. There i is, with hardly an excep- 
gids scriptiuns, donations, or other | tion, a growing attention to the pub- 
vie; aud by and with the advice of} Be worshi ip of God. particularly in 
ihe President, to expend the money) ithe city of New York This atten- 
‘the purchase of tracts at the de-| tion includes both an imecrease of 
wit of the Utica Tract Society, at}! nunbers, and of apparent impression 
fhe original cost and eharges to saidjion the hearts of the hearers, with 
Utica Tract Society, and not at any) corresponding fruits in their conver- 
higher price. sation and deportinent. 
3, he Treasurer shall deliver the! If. Five new Gngregatoms have 
iracts to the members of the Soc., for! been formed, under circumstances 
ls tribution, according to the amount) which cherish the | mys not merely 
of their respective subscriptions and of ephemeral growth, but of final es- 
(onations, provide d such tracts shall) tablishment, so as permanently to 
be called for in months after the! ‘aid in the gre at cause of supporting 
rece pt of them ; otherwise to be de |) ithe Redeemer’s kit wom. Four of 
lvered at discretion, for gratuito us} them are i ae ity, viz. the Central 
distribution. S. K. Presbyterian Church, in Broome- 
“> @@ Ore street; the V twadew ater-st. Church 5; 
eee of the progress of Relig: ‘on'| the Bowe ry Presbyterran Church ; 
vithin the bounds of the P resby | colored Pre sby terianChurch,in Rose- 
iy y of New York. street; and oue in Brooklyn, Long- 
The Presbytery of New-York re- Is land. The Pr esbytery hail ihe 
joie, that in furnishing a narrative formation of the church of people 
af the progress of religion within)! of color, and cannot but look for so- 
mer bounds during the last year,|lid advantages towards a class of 
they have such abundant cause of! | persons hitherto too much neglected. 
thankfulness to the Glorious Head!|'They wish them God peed, con- 
ofthe Church, who is exalted as al scious that until they acquire for 
Prince and a Sav our, to give repen } themselves an ecclesiastical charac- 
tance unto Israel, and forgiveness of'ter, and are made to feel its worth 
ther sins. Whilst there is much to| & respons ‘ibility, comparatively little 
linent, and constrain them to un-||good can be done for their spiritual 
fei gned sorrow and humiliation, there! interest. 
is more to call for their grat itude|| Jal. Increasing harmony among 
and praise, than in any preceding] ithe pastors and sessions of the diffe- 
veriod since their formation. Here-||rent churches within this city. The 
tofure, indeed, individual congrega Presbytery particularly refer to the 








Btions have been blessed in a signall| fact, that they have formed a con- 


Wanner ; but now the blessing has! cert of prayer together, meeting from 
extended to many, and seems ex itime to time on their own adjourn- 
tending to others, promising a more|/ment. The special object of these 
than ordinary success in the con-||meetings is, to unite in supplication 
version of sinners and edification of} to God for a blessing on all the 
sulnts, amongst the crowded and di |/churches connected with them. The 
versified population committed im | concert includes all the officers of 
mediately to their spiritual care—|the churches, with not one excep- 


lh confirmation of the expectance of; ition. They meet not merely as bre- 
k | 
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thren, partakers of the common sal-|| where he has poured out his Spirit 
vation, but as rulers in the house of] conversions have been sudden, fron, 
God, accountable not only for them-| the deepest distress on account of 
selves, but for the souls committed | their consciousness of guilt and pol. 
to their care. In these meetings, as lution. In a short time, many have 
the object is one, so there is but one||been enabled to accept of the prof. 
heart, enlisted and excited under the) fered pardon, and rejoice in the hope 
unity of the Spirit. of the glory of God. The congrega. 

LV. Bible classes have been mul-!'tions which have been chiefly bless. 
tiplied in all our congregations, and) ed, are, the Brick Church, the Or. 
attended with more than usual suc-)ange-street Church, the Spring st, 
cess. These institutions the Pres-)Church, and the hurch at Corlaer’s 
bytery consider as of invaluable be-| Hock. In the former church, not 
nefit to the church of God, and as!far from one hundred instances of 
nurseries to train up members to oc-| conversion have occurred during the 
cupy their places in the midst of her|past winter. In the second, since 
hallowed borders. They are calcu iast December, twenty one. In the 
lated, if properly improved, to disci third, fifty added during the year, 
pline the understanding in the mind and fifty now under conviction. Of 
of the Spirit, and elevate the affec |\these congregations, the blessing of 
tions to that Holy of Holies,for which! God appears conspicuous in the se- 
he alone, by his power, can qualify)cond. This congregation was in a 
any of our fallen race. ‘Thus im | divided, distracted state, during the 
proved, they unfold the Bible as aj) fall. Their number is comparatively 
book not merely of curiosity, but of} few; yet, out of the small number, 
deep and eternal interest ; and make|/he has raised manly to praise him, as 
every Bible scholar feel that it con-|/the rescued of the Lord the Redeem- 


tains the charter of his salvation, and/er. ln these congregations, the work 


the rule of his life in all his relations) has been throughout orderly. — In 
and circumstances. ‘some of the others, there is a loud 

V. The out-pouring of the Spirit! call for thankfulness and increased 
has been more general and marked |lexertion ; in the rest, for humiliation 
than heretofore. In this the Presby-|\and prayer unto God. 


tery distinctively observe, not mere-|| VI. The Presbytery cannot but} 


ly ‘the grace of God, but the sove- |take notice of the prevailing spirit 
reignty of that grace. Whilst they)of prayer which has been granted in 
are constrained to pay due homage some of the churches. | his appears 
to the means which he has establish. |!to have been the case with the Brick, 
ed, they recognize the fact, that he) Spring-street, & Hempstead church: 
is not hound by them in the distribu jes. In other churches it has appear 
tion of his mercies. Still, they feeljjed, but on a scale much smaller— 
it to be their duty to follow in the||This ought to encourage other chur- 

ath which he has prescribed, until|/ches to act as Jacob did ; not to let 
he giyes decided scriptural evidence) the angel of the covenant go, till be 
that he interposes directly. In allj bless them. As prayer is the life « 
these cases, personal holiness, mani-||the Christian, so it is the life of the 
fe ted in the various relations of life,| church ; and until the members 0 
they deem indispensable for the es-|jany church are excited to unite i 
tablishment of Christian character,| this important and delightful duty, 
and the enjoyment of Christian pri ||they need expect no blessing. Le! 
vileges. © They are constrained to) them then be importunate with the 
make these remarks, from the fact, hearer of prayer, exercising faith 10 


. . | . . - 
that in some of those congregations) his own promise, and they need ne 
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rit, MJ apprehend that he will fail in the||vious to every communion ; in oth- 
om Mg julflment of that promise. Thellers, according to the dincvetiais of 
of Presbytery are happy to state, under ithe session. Throughout our church- 
ol. HE this head, that so far as they have|ies who are supplied with the gospel 


| 
Ave asl the praying societies hereto |ministers, both duties are performed, 


‘of- HB fore established in the different) and in many instances with encou- 
ope MH churches,are continued, and in many)||raging effect. 
ga. MM of them increased. In a few, ‘the The Presbytery feel it incumbent 
sss. ME congregations are districted into/jon them to state, with these strongly 
Or- prayer circles, where either the offi- marked evidences of God’s kindness 
st. cers attend and preside, or intelli-jito a few of their churches already 
er’s MM gent, trust-worthy laymen take the|| mentioned, there are facts connected; 
not Ml lead. As these circles are private, | which show that other churches are 
3 of Mand the meetings in them contem- not entirely passed by. Such, how- 
the plate me erely the exercise of Chris- lever, is the character of the work 
nce MM tian duties towards those with who) commenced and progressing among 
the they are connected, or who may pro | ‘them, that it does not demand spe- 
ear, MM vide ntially be cast upon their friend-| i ‘cial notice in this narrative, farther 
Of ly admonition and advice, the dis-/'than their fervent prayers to God to 
x of tricting is commendable; and so:carry on and consummate in them 
se- MM long as ecclesiastical order is not|his most holy will. 
na directly violated, recommended to| In contrast to this bright side of 








the HM other congregations. ‘The public'the picture of their religious state, 
vely M monthly concert of prayer has been) the Presbytery present the dark side 
ber, # attended in all our churches. ||—the darker because of the contrast. 
1, ag Vil. The Presbytery refer tothe’ A few of our congregations remain 
em- #@ spirit of exertion w hich has been ex -| ‘cold, heartless, and dead. ‘They 


vork MM cited during the la: t year; an exer r-| have, indeed, a name to live; but 
In @ tion including in it not merely the! ‘discover few, if any, of the charac- 
loud HM bounds of a particular congregation, \iteristics of spiritual life. Through- 
ased but extending to other congregations out our city and its suburbs, the pro- 
tion HB so far as was proper and consis- ‘| fan: ation of the Sabbath continues to 
tent with ecclesiastical order. This!!} harass and distress the upright fol- 
but} has been particularly the case in the|‘lower of the Redeemer, both as it 
put Brick Church, where the members s, respects his own exercises of mind, 
din asa body, felt themselves constrain-|land his public duty. 


ears i ed to do” something for their master. | The Presbytery, in concluding 
rick, Twenty- three praying societies ex-'!this summary statement, exhort the 
rch: MM ist in that church. | churches to increased attention to 
ear VItl. The children have been in-| pray er, fora vleadiient from the Hear- 


tM structed in the principles of religion, | yer of pray er. The effectual, fervent 
hur- - the baptized ones collected to-| ‘prayer cf a righteous man, availeth 
o let ether by the pastors and se ssions,| much, Let then the redeemed of 
It he D admonition and prayer in theirthe Lord go forth under this assu- 
fe lM behalf. The instruction dispensed | ‘rance, to His work, who will never 
f the to the children, and the collecting of disappoint his children, or fail in his 
rs 1M the baptized ones, vary in different | promise. They have much to ask; 
fe IN congregations, as to the time appro- ‘but there is much more to give than 
luty, priat ed to these objects. In some,they can ask aright. May their 
Levi the children are catechised w eekly 5, [prayers be e heard, and the answer be 
1 the in others, ev ery fortnight. In one ‘given in blessings upon all our 
thi or more of our congreg ations, the) ‘churches, and our neighborhood re- 
J not baptized children are convened pre-| ations, so that the name of Ged may 
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be glorified, and the redemption of||felt.a more consoling conviction, that we are 
his Son magnified —_= Chris. Her. in the field where our Lord acd mast? w ould 
. have us labor ; we vever cntertained more 

=) @<<s- confident hopes of usefulness and ultimate 


ie wnat as 6 2 success. Still we desire to feel that we are 
PALES Ni MISSION, nothing, and that our fondest wishes may be 
Leiter from Messis Parsons and Fisk, to the | 


CU f h Secret disappointed, 
orresponidd.g@ secretury. Our L:.st letters were forwarded by the § 
Suynna, Dee 13, 1821. ett y the Sally 


- Ann. We send this to Marsedles, hopi 
Very dear Sir re 
It is witt lve ' ead q ; | that it may be forwarded trom thence without 
; Ww SC * ue « Ben! 7; 
Pa 1s = a w grats oo and satis-\'dejay The Leander, Capt. Ray, oi Salem, 
i ion, that a a et ars wh Teyen "D One: |is vow here, and will probsbiy be ere some 
‘2 © , ty i , ri "e S , ; ty . . : ¢ 
more sitdown ager to aress yOu During tne,” By thi wae h You way exe oe 
ere ; ee “i, ahi ' )frora us mor, fully. Were we both in health, 
ne ts, we. have en al ie a we oue ov both of us would sail immediate ly for 
¢ rq wv ey * . is art “s . Ter , . . . ‘ 
— me leneec oe ‘L WRI we pe) Alexandria, with the view of being at Jerusa. 
74s “cy , «)? r . je . 4 ‘ 7 I» . . 
ne rw to ~— and Ww ae ae ust miay re lem efore the passover \s the case is, we 
ge “or 4 feo Qe . »T\s . . j . . . ° " 
“ ul CO US aS 1OUg oA ; ee © separ, 1 “> both purpose to retain a littie while in Sryr. 
ng 7 idea. > event has ’ 
oping 80 Met In vudea we event Bas ina hoping to reeenve b tt rs som you, and 
shown that the divine purpos: was, that we Waiting for the diree ion of Providence, 
{ } r . «< ¢ ‘~ y a at $ ‘ = — “= . . 
sh vuld meet again where we separoted | We remam, dear sir very affcetionstely 
Thousands of our fellow men have fail 0 yours 
rounc we stiillive. One of us has | ; V re 
. ; = we Ba : L . a _ : . hi 7 LEVI P \RSONS, 
ain for weeks on the very borders of Lue PLINY Fisk 
grave ; yetlife is spared and every thi: g now!) : 
Indicates a speedy restoration to perfeet health. 
We would, theveiore, call upow all witian us, 
and upon all our trieuds to praise the Lord 


for his greai good: 8s. After # year of hops, (the Amenean Board of Commission: rite 
and fears, and anxictics 5 of plans, snd labo s, | jopeign Missions,) is now at Jerusalem, dis. 
and disappointm ts, such as before we kueW!i i ybu mg the iioly scemptures & usetut tracts, 
nothing of; we W ere | erm. tted to meet again,’ i hig is MOE tie singular events of the pres 
Moniay, VDecenibi vr dd, and uy ite: iy jom with ; 


; . Sent cay. A Christian malssionary, tro a 
3 yend Lit who. ¢ h "AISe be . 
those friends of Zion, who: on that day, raise part of the world unkwown to exist by the first 
them sup plications to heaven for the econver- - 


> aw - preach rs of the Gospel .s now vekinding 
sion of tue world. Ie was particularly plex the tight of the holy docirmes im the very 
saut to mcet O. that Gay Ve metw ah car ylace trom which it first emanated !” a 
nest desire s that the p: st nay prove instruc- the above quotation reters to the visit of 
tive and ustrat tu eee that for the future Mr. Parvsous to Je. usalem, during the early 
we may be w a devoted to our works to ihe part of the last y ar. Lhe reflection isa str 
service of our Rede mer, and of the SOUS ol king one and brings to view the wonderful 
men. tf we Kvow our own hearts, we wish to changes in the moral aspeet and condition of 
live for nothing clse. Kihe w orld, which a lapse of ages may produce, 


Biegehor Pare 235 Ign te afill fachie. 5 ; 
Brother Parsous’s bealth is still feeble ; but Miss Herald. 


his disorder has entirely tft him, and nothing 
is LOW wanting, but the recovery of flesh and) a —Se— st call 
strenecth Ou his arrival here, the English! AMERICAN biwoik SOCIETY. 
eousa! was so gond, as to offer hima the room! New- York, Jay 10. 
ususliy oceupied by the chapiain, where he is'| Yesterday the America. Bible Socicty ee 
Very favorably sivuatcd icr the recovery of his! lebrated their sixth anu versary 4) this city. 
health ; which will be for the present his'|.41 9 o’elock A.M. the officers and Beard o 
priccipal chyect. Managers of the Society and the represent 
‘he En ish chaplainey having lately be-'|tives of Auxiiary Societies, met at ie Philo 
cone yeeant, brother Fisk preaches on the)!phicai Chamber in the New-York Institution, 
Sabbath, and contmues to imstruct the chil- where the mecting was opened by reading the 
dren of the Messrs Vaclenneps. We also'|1330 Psalm by the "cv. Dr. Hipley, ot Fau- 
find, every week, more or less opportunity to 'fi-ld Con. After whieh, a procession Was 
ditribute the Seriptures and wacts, and to firmed, which wov d to the City Hotel m 
converse with individuals concerning religion.) Broadway, i the assembiy room of which the 
It istrue, we,do but linle We hoge, how-'|Society were conve ed. General Mathew 
ever, that this litte may ultimately be produc || Clarkson, Vice President, in the absence ol 
tive of great good. We never expected, nor the Presivent, took tie chair prc ciscly at 10 
did you ever + xpect, that the Seriptures could)joelock, supporied by Rieiard Varick and 
be circulated, and wue religion revived in this|John Boiton, Esqrs Vice Piesidents. ihe 
countrs, without meeting with many disap- | meeting of the Society was opened by reading 
ointments, and encountering many obstacles. || the 60th chapter of Isaiah, by the Rev. Mr. 
f, however, you ask us afier the events of the'|Movtimer, of the Moraviav Chureh in this 
past year, what are now vur feelings, our re-|eity ; after which, the Address of the Hon 
solutions, and our cxpectatiens, we are con-||Johin Jay, Preside t, was read by Peter A. 
strained to answer, we never loved our work Jay Esq. The Treasurer, W illiana Ww. W ool. 
more sincerely than we do now ; we never sey, Esq. read the report of the commit 


We find the following paragraph in the 
* Mis 1onary Notices, a snOudhey Oubte tion 
of the \esivyan Mossi nary Society ot E.g. 
land: Ove ofthe nussouaries of ‘his Society, 
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. pointed by the Board of Managers to audit) dants of Abraham returning and coming to 
pis accounts for the past yar; by which it | Zio ., with songs and everlasting joy upon tneir 
eared, that the receipts during the year) hea:!s ; the kingdoms of this world b coming 
gnounted to 38,682 34. ‘the kingdoms of our Lord, and every knee 
ibuwing to Jesus ! 
Sir, the influence of Bible Societies cannot 
ibe estimated uli examined in he light of 
eternity. ome of the direct eff ets are in- 
deed obvious ; such as supp'ytog the destitute 
in Christian lands, and diffusing this light 
through -he region of pa an d ork-e+s + such 
| as nniting the hearts of Christiavs of different 
purcha ed, 36,625 copies ; which added 'o the cere a bri sine ae have re- 
sy ber mentioned in the last year's report,||oC!¥e the truth in the love of it,” to stand 
make the whole number 268177 of Bibles}|O" commo: ground and 7 together, But 
gid Vestamfie ts, or parts thereof, published by janice — incidextal «fleets of these ung tutions 
the sterevtype plates of the Society here anc |bezinsing to show themselves, of Tea 
at Lexington Kentucky. or osherwise obtain ||' IPRROe 00 Sie weNNe —_ So wae 
edio circulation, since the organization of the rs wien they are produemg among Christians of 
Society. hat there have beeu issued by the} @fferent nations. We have heard of a Re- 
Society, during tie year, from the Depository,’ P iblic of Letters, whieh disreyarding the 
53.470 Bibles and ‘Uestaments, i: eliding a barriers at eren matHtuTIONS, extends its domi- 
smal! number of the Gospels in the Mohawk, pees with che pugress of Screnee and litera- 
and the Epistles, in the Delaware language abe But, an the Ermpire of the Bibl. is. 
making a total of 193.818 Bibles and Testa-||!O°° extensive, and infinitely more salutary, 
ments aud parts of th New testament, tssued}| Uhe united aa tions of these national ae 
by the Society sinee its esta! ishmeut. Of the; — evidently uniting the Christians ot 
Sales inns {rena the Dieceeiney tattaed o| different denominations ; restraining the spirit 
rear there were, Freneh 551, German 393, 0f ambition ; subduing thst narrow, selfish, 
Gaclic 21. Welch 5, making 970, and ot Spa] sauamed patriotisin, which has hitherto 
nish ‘L'estaments 1576. During the past year jj counteracted the span of the pepe and 
there have been added 62 Auxiiiary Societies }| thus , — 5 that geace and good will, 
making the whole number of Auxiliaries 301.||*@ the Bible itstf teuleates. Bible so- 
NY D Adv, \ciebes, to use a borrowed figiire are ike ma- 
‘ _j gestic rivers, uniting the waters of a thousand 
We regret that our limits will not ted pe iniparting comfort to every co!tage 
us to give the President's address ; we have! by which they pass. and ultimately enriching 
only room to insert one or two of the name kingdoms, and spreading through the world 
: ; ithe expansive tide of their beneficence ! 
rous and very excellent speeches delivered on|| Rey. Mr Waterman, from Bridgeport, ob- 
served,that in tie tew remarks which he should 
On the resolution that the report of the ma-|| Ones 7 arenes a rt to the end for which 
nagers be accepted and printed, the Rey. Dr | oo ~~ ee oe churel the means 
Bates, President of Miidlebury College. Vi{iane motives which he has provided to assist 
remarked, stat Title nedd be teid: to justify|(on animate us in our exertions for its premo- 
this motion; nor shoul he say much. Thee roe Holy Book which we receive as 
, yjvur inflexible guide, we are to!d, thet the 


— > 
public sir, said the Rev. Dr. are entitled te : ; 

: ' ‘ader of those ap state a: : >j 
this report, because it constitutes an Papen Cader those apostate angele Wee seit Crete 


r ‘own habitatio suceeede : i : 
chapter in the histor: of benevolence ; because | ade : ron . a d - seducing the 
. . : 7 rn ¢ ’ f “jy i > ¢ i S a) ors . - 
it records what should never be forgotten, a ndii =e om his ailegiance to his 


; ee iCreator, tito a state af rebe ‘ 
animates to future exertion ; because it is eal- \C a ae lho, enmany, and 
ideath A world was lost. The dominion 


culated a > beneve ‘ar om ; 
eae ee ee ee heart and | whieh os intr uste d to the first man, for him- 

Sir, when I contemplate the rapid progress, eas aor Oe tibet he wilfully surrendered 
the diversified operations. and the extensive ito the Prince of darkness. Uhe migiity move- 
influence of Bible Goolsties ; when xtensivel ment which this rebellion exeited about the 
ber, Ihat twenty years have not elapsed since|| erone S _~ ster ay the coming forth of the 
the first association of this character was form- pos he. Sa78 oh Sem, the form era 
ed, and consider the number which now exist, [vent, co-estelsioon Dis kingoeun de. the patel: of 


| . ° 
. ; : this enemies; all had tor ire 
and their united influence on the character|| ~~” 2 x their end to destroy 


and happiness of ‘he human race, my heart is ithe works mde a Devi ; to recover the lost 
made glad and my soul doth rejoice. 1 ob- ae . neh oe on wary! ae = 
serve, in these societics. the gradual, or rather gio oe : a - are grane- ee Sale 
1 should say, the :apid accomplisament of‘ the wees _— Geveted i that at- 
propheey &e |tracts every eye, and affects with awful im- 

| seem to behold the A ngel of the belove al ae the ee . habitation of the universe. 
Apostle, flying through the midst of heaven ; a tia, Jznovan keeps his sleepless eye on 

seem to behold the stone cut out of thel| > oe eee - this the Al- 
Mountain withoat hands, rolling forward, aud nr tt eae stands touched with our 
increasing as it rolls; the heathens casti infirmities, and clothed ina garment dipped 


their idols to the bats and moles ; the descen- eG iy For rreoge € ‘spin a aa = 


The annual report of the Managers was 
then read bs the Rev SS. Woodhull. ot 
Brooklyn, 1.. Island, Seeretary for Domestic 
Correspondence Among other very imp r- 
tat information containe? in this able and ine 
terestin» document, it appeared, that there 
have veen printed, dw ing the year at the De- 
poritory, inciuding a smail number of Bibles 





the occasion. 
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‘vine influence over the moral chaos of this||* Haste, then, ye heralds, and with rapid wi 
apostate worid. For this the husts of God|! Wide o‘er the world the beams of glory _ 
descend from their lofty standing, aud enter!'Descend, O Pri:ce of Peace. thy word) 
the warfare with Satan and his Angels. For|\Cleanse heathen‘s souls from guilt ande 
this eternal purpose, to magnify the glory of|| Woe ; 
his grace, (od hath established Ziony anc set || With all earth‘s myriads Israel‘s tribes Unite 
her king upon his holy Hill; helding ferth a! And bid thy king om‘s glory spring to light. 
sceptre of merey over a Cry sepuichral heap,'|‘The Gentile world no more in death - 
saying to his prophets, * can ti ese dry bones) mourn, a 
live *?” prophesy and say, “come, O spirit,| Nor female victims the infernals burn ; 
and breathe upon these slain.” And here,|/But waked, revived, by thy Almighty powe; 
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fling. 
. Stow, 
Ndlesg 
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sir, said Mr. W. I panse with amazement at|/All realms shail serve thee, and all hearts 
the wisdom and goodness of Jehovah, who has| adore !* 

constituted his church as the medium throu bh cqnediinnitiitiin : 

which he sheds the light of life. and pours its Utica Missi : 

healing waters over the face of this benighted|| : fica Issianary Depository. 
and polluted world. In the very nature that, Received for the A.B C F. M_ from April 
rebelled, the remedy is found. through the||. , 10th, to May 14th 

agency of men, God has appointed to commu- Bridgewater. Dea. James Marsh, from 
nicate all the provisions of his salvation. — he!! a smal! piece of missionary ground, 

part assigned to the sanetified members of that!) . 10 bushels of corn. ; 

body, of which Christ is the head, is of high} Litehfield. Norwich See. A donation b 

and awful import. ask, said Mr W. is the | the Rev seth Burt, Hl2 00 

sword of the Spirit the work of reconciliation||. Do by Mrs Bart, — 6 00--$18 00 
committed to them? Is the command exelu-||Clinton Soe A female friend of miss — 10 00 
sively directed to them, ‘* Go ye intv all the!| Avails of work, by Q. ual 1 00 
world, and preach the Gospel ‘to every erea-//F'2"'S| The Femaie Association, for 
ture.’’? And is the provision limitea to them, | E}iphater Steel, at Ceylon, 12 00 
‘‘Lo Iam with you always, even unto the end!! Dried apples, by Mrs Judd, sold for 0 94 


of the world.” Is it not. then, to his devoted| Russia Mon Con. Coll. by Rev. John 
people, that the King of Zion looks for thel|_ | Waters, 2 66 
consummation of his vietory over the Prinee|| Utica Mon. Con. Coll. 4 (6 
of Darkness? The wartare is for immortal|/Camillus A box of eluthing, by Mr. 
souls ; and shall the partakers of the gloay of Heman Warner; no estimate or 

the grace of Christ, sleep at their posis. and description given of the contents. 

suffer the destroyer to hold his usurped domi- oe 
nion; when, by united efforts under the cap- Amount in money, 48 66 
tain of salvation, their victory will be complete,|| ABIJAH THOMAS, Agent. 


and their triumph eternal? These were ail Amount of donations received by the A. B. 


and awful questions of theology, into which he|iG F M. from March 18th to April 17th it- 
would not obtrude; but in all our research|'eiysive %5,017 64 
into the scriptures, we nowhere find an inti- 1c” 
mation that any man can be saved, unless the 

holy bread, the medicine of life, is communi- TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

eated to him ; and the Bible presses upon us|| H.N_ will perceive that we have transposed 
ihe necessity of spreading and preaching the)'the letters of his signature N. H. bad been 
Gospel to all nations, not even excepting the|jalready used by another correspondent. 
Jews, who hold the scriptures in their hands |} Y has given a satisfactory explanation of 
It is the command of Jesus, “Go;” and the|/the circumstances attending his first communi- 
promise, “I am with you.” is the certainty ofj/cation. We hope he will eontinue his favors, 
success: and the grandeur and glory of the Hemera, and a communication on the Chris- 
issue. Do we ask for motives to animate us|'tian Dispensation, have been received, and 
in thecause ? On the banks of what river does} will be inserted. 

not the herald of the Cross tread ? Through 

what vallies does he not traverse? Over From the Eastern Argus. 

what mountains does he ant aan his way? | HEAVEN. 

What island do: she not visit? What language||« This world’s“ not “ali a fi eting show, 
does he not speak ? And to whom does he For man‘s illusion given 

not carry the bread of life? The way is even|| fe that hath sooth'd a widow‘s wo, 

now clear to open to every nation and tribe the} Oy, Wiped an orphan‘s tear, doth know 

Bible ; a sovereign balm tor the wounds of sin, | { here‘s something here of Heaven. 

in disclesing to them that kingdom which con- = 
sists in righteousness, peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghost Shall we then faint or slumber, 
while the world is awaking from the thraldom}f Pee ae 
of Satan. and bursting tke chains of darkness ; |By virtue‘s bright and steady ray, 

while new and powerful allies are marching Hath something felt ot Heaven. 

in the very van of our armies, and the inha-||/He that the Christian‘s course hath run, 
bitants oi the islands are burning the strong And all his fors forgiven ; 

holds of the enemy; and all difficulties, like||/ Who measures out life‘s little span 

the waters of the Red Sea, are retiring to||In love to God and love to man, 

make wav for the messengers of the Gospel ? On earth hath tasted Heaven. 
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And he that walks life‘s thorny way, 
With feelings calm and even; 
Vhose path is lit from day today, 
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